Welcome again to the www.LaRoots.net e-bulletin network, publishing from Denver.

First, while delegates traveled and prepared for the beginning of the Democratic National Convention, EARLY VOTING commences in Louisiana.

EARLY VOTING for the September 6th party primary election for Congress runs from Saturday August 23rd to Saturday August 30th (except for Sunday) from 8:30am until 4:30am.  Democrats and voters with no party affiliation are allowed to vote in this election.  Check with local Registrar of Voters for Early Voting location or to answer other questions http://www.sos.louisiana.gov/Portals/0/elections/pdf/COC-ROVlist.pdf 

Party unity that is so essential for a successful DNC Convention - which I referred to in today's Times Picayune article http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/library-154/1219555983176550.xml&coll=1  

is left behind to favor one Democrat over another in the new Congressional party primaries.  Congressman Bill Jefferson is the least effective member in Congress

http://www.congress.org/congressorg/power_rankings/overall.tt 

In 2007 he ranked 434 of 435 (435 was indicted Republican Renzi, not seeking another term).

In 2006 Jefferson ranked 436 of 436

In 2005 Jefferson ranked 412 of 436

District 2 was stricken in 2005 and cannot afford ineffective representation any longer, nor part-time representation, nor representation that is connected to the current officeholder, nor a wealthy entry-level candidate unfamiliar with governing. 

LaRoots readers are encouraged to learn more about and to please support City Councilman James Carter for Congress in District 2 because 

He is capable of building broad-based coalitions among reform-minded citizens, shown by recent endorsements from both the newly-elected Orleans Parish Democratic Executive Committee and the Jefferson Parish Democratic Executive Committee, as well as from the New Orleans Coalition.

He has proven effectiveness in government, demonstrated on the New Orleans City Council, winning early endorsements from fellow Councilmembers Shelley Midura, Cynthia Hedge-Morrell, Stacey Head, as well as leaders in state government including Speaker Pro Tempore Karen Carter Peterson. 

He is not personally wealthy or from a political family, but his family has deep roots in the city.  He builds policies based on best practices and expert advice, including that of his constituents. 

He has personal integrity.  Please contact www.JamesCarter.us for events, and stephen.miles42@gmail.com for yard signs and opportunities to help.

In Congressional District 1, LaRoots readers are encouraged to support, contribute to and work for Democratic Candidate Jim Harlan www.harlanforcongress.com 

SEN. MARY LANDRIEU - Save the Date!

Please join Senator Mary Landrieu for a Women's Luncheon  

THIBODAUX, Nicholls State University Sept. 12, For further information, please contact Carol LeBlanc 985.537.6818

SHREVEPORT, Shreveport Convention Center Sept. 19, FFI Jeanette Mladenka 318.797.5758

LAKE CHARLES,Treasures of Marilyn.s Sept. 26, FFI Sara Roberts 337.493.3100

ALEXANDRIA Oct. 3 FFI Jeanette Mladenka 318.797.5758

NEW ORLEANS Hilton Riverside Oct. 10, FFI  Madalyn Schenk 504.412.9840 and Diana Bajoie 504.899.2193

MONROE,  The Atrium Hotel Oct. 13, FFI Mary Ann Riddle 318.325.1949

LAFAYETTE Cajundome Oct. 17, FFI Valerie Keller 337.237.7618 ext. 217

BATON ROUGE Baton Rouge Marriott Oct. 24, FFI Maurice Durbin 225.664.6126 

Please contact coordinators for event details and to organize a table.

FROM DENVER – what you don't see on CNN!

Monday, August 25th, the first full day of the DNCC 2008, began for me with the Delegation Breakfast at 7:30am in an unassuming ground level banquet room in the Radisson, Stapleton Center.  The Louisiana delegation's hotel is about 25 minutes from the Pepsi Center in downtown Denver and about $25 by taxi.  Some delegations are housed twice as far out.  We share the hotel with the South Carolina delegation, which includes LaRoots subscribers Rob Groce and his wife Debbie;  and the first day is ending with this email as the clock struck midnight, marking our 25th wedding anniversary. 

Thank you Alan for 27 great years and Happy Birthday from the Mile-High City! 

This morning our Breakfast speaker was Senator Mary Landrieu who discussed her race with the Delegation and she spoke directly about the oil drilling issue, where she outlined an energy policy that integrates increased domestic drilling with accelerated alternative energy production.  She specifically rules out drilling in ANWR.  

There are 67 or 68 Louisiana delegates and many have come to Denver with guests, a friend, spouse, or in my case, our daughter Megan.   Some have been delegates for 16 consecutive Conventions and some, like myself and Shreveport's Richard Anderson and OPDEC's James Gray are first-timers. Every day there are logistics to manage between Delegate buses and Community buses, between Delegate credentials and Community credentials, which are in turn divided between Community credentials that provide admission to Convention Watch parties at the Colorado Convention Center, those that provide admission to the nosebleed tiers at the Pepsi Center, and those lucky guests who are given the few extra Delegate credentials for the day and are seated with the delegation.  The state party makes these decisions.

For Louisiana, no one is “on the floor” but rather in the first balcony, behind South Carolina   and in front of Maryland, which are the three furthest delegations Stage Left.  Since there were many tributes to the Katrina victims and our rebuilding challenges during Convention week, I had hoped that we would be seated more prominently this year, though of course no one expected Louisiana to be in the front like Illinois, Delaware and Iowa.

There are large screen TVs that deliver conversation-level viewing to everyone in the Pepsi Center, which incidentally seems small for this event, when compared to the relative comfort of what the Superdome could be in 2012.

Once in the Pepsi Center, after Howard Dean's 3 o'clock gavel, the Delegates were actively involved in the orchestration of responses, much to the chagrin of more than one Delegate.  

Let me tell you about the Whips.  Each candidate has a whip in each delegation and each delegation identifies one person as THE whip with the job to connect the delegation to those in charge, by telephone.  That orchestrates different sign-waving on different cues.  Other whips let their people wave signs indiscriminately but our whip takes the sign-waving very seriously and admonishes those who hold up signs before cues are delivered over the phone.   

I participated in only one unplanned, un-orchestrated demonstration, which was spontaneous among our delegation as a film about Katrina rolled. Lafayette's Stephen Handwerk turned around to me and said I think we should stand, and of course I was thinking the same thing, so together, we both rose to stand silently during the Katrina tribute that recognized President Jimmy Carter and his wife Roselyn for their work on our rebuilding.  Many in the delegation joined in as we held high our small American flags in silent tribute to our home and our fellow citizens.  We missed you all then.  I think it went completely unnoticed by the media but will remain my most treasured memory of today.

Two subjects that I'm too sleepy to fully describe this evening but which are stunning nevertheless are the proliferation of media and of police, but more details will come...

Our new state Communication Director, Scott Jordan, is always available to advise the delegation.  He has arranged numerous conversations between delegates and the press.  However, there are times when there are more cameras and microphones than I can maneuver around.  

And the security was surprising, the number of checkpoints, the level of examination, and the size of the secured perimeter, our own Green Zone.  In my next email, I'll give you details of moving in and out of the Green Zone.  You may have seen the demonstrations which were described to us as “riots” but in researching, it looks like there were many more police and media than there were demonstrators or arrests.

OTHER NOTES...

I personally congratulate Rep Charmaine Marchand and Angele Wilson on making the CNN clips singing “Celebration” - there was some encouragement for the Louisiana delegation to stand up and dance more.  We do definitely seem to be a little less jubilant – it was noticeable.  It's hard to be festive 15 minutes after watching film of our homes flooded.  Thank you to Charmaine and Angele for sparking some spirit.

Those watching on CNN have the benefit of the simultaneous expert commentary, and the benefit of the camera work cutting away to different historic figures and spontaneous activities, the “cheers and tears shots.” Whereas Delegates enjoy the immediacy of being there, like sitting in Manhattan and turning on Saturday Night Live.

On Saturday Felicia and I went to the top of Pikes Peak – 6 feet below sea level on Friday and 14,110 feet above sea level on Saturday – wooooo!  So I took special note when Jesse Jackson Jr said in his speech that the mountaintop had never been so close.

I am bringing my computer into the Pepsi Center tomorrow and will write about the great New Orleans parties that were held on Sunday, about my trip to the top of Pikes Peak and the tornado and sharing the day with a Florida family who was vacationing away from Tropical Storm Fay, as our family had so many times used hurricane threats as an excuse to “evacation”.  

And I will certainly write more about the Interfaith Gathering, which set a tone of peacefulness and love for this Convention.  

http://democratyellowdog.blogspot.com/2008/08/august-2008-catholic-democrats-at.html 

You saw much on TV but Michelle Obama was better in person, fewer nerves and more heart visible to those present during her historic speech.

I love the way Ted Kennedy says the word “Democrat” and how he is still looking forward and continues to reach for the Dream that lives on.  

Yes, we will...

The Langhoffs – Deborah and Megan in Denver, Erica in Manhattan and Brian and Alan holding down the fort in New Orleans.

504-259-4525 cell

4234 Canal Street New Orleans LA 70119

