While we expected to send out nightly LaRoots updates from Denver, the internet at our hotel was overloaded and service was unreliable.  “Denver 2” is being sent from New Orleans upon my arrival home and the beginning of the 4th year after Katrina.  

Below are brief items and links from each Convention day, with Utube links for the major speakers, and some items you may have not seen on TV.

LOOKING BACKWARD, day by day, because no one can see our future....beginning today:

SATURDAY Aug 30, 2008 - 

VOTE EARLY until 6PM (now extended beyond 4:30pm) TODAY for JAMES CARTER for District 2 Representative in the U.S. House of Representatives, then evacuate if you can.  Today the major local television stations are showing continuous evacuation information for the region. The City Assisted Evacuation Plan is operational, although the 3-1-1 system is overloaded.  Traffic is moving smoothly, but if you cannot evacuate yourself, please get to one of the 17 pickup points in the city to board buses listed at the bottom of this email.  Mandatory evacuation is expected this afternoon for Orleans Parish and is already in place for coastal parishes. In the time it has taken to write this email, Gustav has grown from a Category 3 to a strong Category 4 hurricane, but before we try to relocate, I want to share the information I have from the enormously successful Convention week that I have enjoyed as a Louisiana delegate.  

FRIDAY Aug 29th 

Most members of the delegation returned to New Orleans, or extended trips into planned Labor Day vacations, or spontaneous visits with relatives who live out of harm's way.  Travelers were advised to leave the hotel 4 hours before departure time.  Denver doesn't exhibit the experience New Orleans has in getting a pile of visitors out-of-town in one day.  Empty seats on my flight home suggested that some fliers were still standing in long lines. Returning to New Orleans on this day under these conditions was poignant, to say the least.

THURSDAY Aug 28th 

Breakfast Speaker was Danny Glover.  

Barack Obama's historic speech   http://my.barackobama.com/barackspeech 

Al Gore http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OZq6qLePsME&feature=user 

Photographs taken for the Louisiana Democratic Party convention blog (the Daily Kingfish) on our last night at Invesco Field  http://dailykingfish.com/showDiary.do?diaryId=891   The event itself was inspirational because of the unity of purpose of the 80,000+ participants.  

Secret Service shut down the floor of the field due to overcrowding, isolating hapless delegates from their seats if they had left for water or a bathroom before the lock down,  which lasted about 40 minutes.  

A Wall Street Journal article was published after a reporter interviewed me about Democratic politics from the perspective of a Katrina survivor's view of the New Orleans recovery, as its fourth year begins and a new hurricane threatens 

http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2008/08/28/convention-qa-hurricane-politics/ 

WEDNESDAY Aug 27th 

Announced Breakfast Speaker Donna Brazile did not appear, but a great New Orleans Brass Band did.

Bill Clinton http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5ylxrM2ga4&feature=user 

Joe Biden http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ju2J2U8yUZQ&feature=user 

TUESDAY Aug 26th 

Breakfast speakers were U.S. Congressman Charlie Melancon and James Carville, hot under the collar about a failure to more fully use the 5 hours of broadcasting.  Marc Morial spoke as well to address Barack Obama's experience. 

Louisiana's own Senator Mary Landrieu at the DNC

http://www.marylandrieu.com/multimedia/video?id=0040 

Brian Schweitzer  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8iatxuU3OU 

Hillary Clinton http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gaUbFk4xp9A 

On Tuesday a friend fell ill at the convention just before Hillary Clinton's speech at the Pepsi Center, due largely to dehydration, and she was hospitalized.  After being hydrated overnight, she had recovered enough the next morning for us to attend the 1pm Meeting for Clinton Delegates at the Colorado Convention Center.  With the help of the Chairman's car,  I picked her up from the hospital and we returned to the hotel, where a DNC volunteer had arranged for a wheelchair, and ADA arranged for accessible shuttles all over the Convention.  Arriving to the meeting after thousands of others were already standing in line, we by-passed the escalator to use the elevator.  Although I moved further back, my friend Felicia Kahn was on the front row rope for Sen Clinton's speech, and spoke with her and had a photo taken with her afterward.  

Because the Convention was spread out in several areas, plans to zip between caucus meetings had to be put aside, but we both heard every other major speech.  I want to express appreciation for special help from Lexi Thompson who called the paramedics and accompanied Felicia to the hospital, and from John Thibodaux, a Louisiana Obama delegate,  who helped Felicia manage the large crowds of Invesco Field on foot.  

Details made the local press

http://www.nola.com/news/index.ssf/2008/08/new_orleans_delegate_takes_lon.html  

MONDAY Aug 25th 

Breakfast speaker was Senator Mary Landrieu.

Unofficial delegate photograph snapped (thanks Cheron) as we prepared to have the official photo taken at the first  Delegation Breakfast on Monday  http://www.kreweoftruth.com/web/images/weblog/la%20dle.jpg 

Ted Kennedy http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KipVAzR3LR0 

Michelle Obama http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-lWXwWoWgYI&feature=user 

SUNDAY Aug 24th 

After last Sunday's Interfaith Gathering, which was the official opening event of the DNCC'08, I helped distribute information about Catholic Democrats, which is helping to counter the Rove machine's assault on faithful citizens who don't agree with his right-wing politics. 

For the full article http://democratyellowdog.blogspot.com/2008/08/august-2008-catholic-democrats-at.html 

PRECEDING THE CONVENTION:  

Clinton delegates are interviewed http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/library-154/1219555983176550.xml&coll=1 

The DNC hires an insufficient number of experienced large-scale event coordinators.  

Obama names David Huynh State Director http://www.nola.com/ap/stories/index.ssf?/base/news-41/1219354756319170.xml&storylist=topstories 

Louisiana fails Green Delegate Challenge:

You may have noticed the small green globes on top of each state's banner in the Convention Hall, which is a symbol of the states' delegation achieving the goals set to qualify as a Green Delegation.  Unfortunately the Louisiana Democratic Party did not organize this initiative.  South Carolina and many other states achieved 100% participation.    I congratulate Louisiana delegate Sandra Chaisson for being a green delegate, and I apologize for not personally meeting the August 1st deadline that was set for delegates to obtain and present their carbon offsets.  As a rebuilding state, Louisiana lost an important opportunity to present ourselves as rebuilding green.  Any Louisiana delegate could have organized this and we are all responsible for this oversight.  

http://www.demconvention.com/green-delegate-challenge/   

THANK YOU to everyone who supports LaRoots and who has helped our family advance Democratic Party initiatives.  Thank you for voting for us and helping me become a delegate.

BEAUCOUP BLUES III - - - -We will publish from out-of-town and until further notice, all Democrats and Independents are invited to convene in Alexandria on Saturday September 13th from 9am until 3pm to figure out what we need to do to win Louisiana!  

$25 at the door will cover a box lunch and attendance.  

Be smart – be safe,

www.LaRoots.net
Deborah Langhoff 504-259-4525

Alan Langhoff 504-258-9160

Megan Langhoff 504-259-4510

3-1-1 SYSTEM IS OVERLOADED – THE WEATHER WILL DETERIORATE TOMORROW – IF ANYONE YOU KNOW NEEDS ASSISTANCE TO LEAVE THE CITY, PLEASE TELL THEM TO GO DIRECTLY TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING PICK-UP POINTS:

THOSE WHO CANNOT READ THE LIST OF LOCATIONS CAN FIND IT AT THIS LINK

http://hurricanegustavresources.org/2008/08/29/orleans-parish-updates-from-new-orleans-important-storm-information-points/ 

Senior Center CAEP Pick Up Locations

· Arthur Mondy Center- 1111 Newton Avenue 

· Kinsley House (Lower Garden District)- 1600 Constance Street 

· Central City Senior Center (Central City)- 2020 Philip Street 

· Mater Dolorosa (Carrollton)- 1226 S. Carrollton Avenue 

General Population CAEP Pick Up Locations

· Smith Library Bus Stop (Lakeview)- 6300 Canal Boulevard 

· Palmer Park (West Carrollton)- S. Claiborne and S. Carrollton 

· McMain High School (Broadmoor)- 5712 S. Claiborne Avenue 

· Lyons Community Center (Irish Channel)- 624 Louisiana Avenue 

· Dryades YMCA (Central City)- 1924 Philip Street 

· Warren Easton High School (Treme)- 3019 Canal Street 

· Municipal Auditorium (7th Ward)- 801 N. Rampart Street 

· O. Perry Walker High School (Algiers)- 2832 General Meyer 

· Stallings Community Center (Bywater)- 4300 St. Claude 

· Sanchez Center (Lower 9th Ward)- Corner of Caffin Avenue 

· Gentilly Mall Parking Lot (Gentilly)- Chef Menteur Highway and Press Drive 

· Walgreen’s (New Orleans East) 

· Lake Forest Boulevard and Read Boulevard 

· Mary Queen of Vietnam Church (New Orleans East)- 14001 Dwyer Boulevard 

