Welcome again to www.LaRoots.net e-bulletin network, a privately-operated communication tool for Louisiana grassroots since March, 2004.

From LA-01 Congressional District -  Candidate JIM HARLAN HITS THE AIRWAVES!  

Voters will see Congressional Candidate Jim Harlan in television ads that began yesterday.  Learn more about Democrat Jim Harlan on his website http://harlanforcongress.org/bio Read about Jim and his wife Mary Ellen who both graduated  from Ben Franklin High School before business ventures brought him the global experience that informs this campaign.  Jim Harlan rolls up his sleeves and works shoulder to shoulder with everyone across District 1 who wants to solve the problems our community faces.  Jim has served on the White House staff creating energy policy and asks for your support and your vote to send him to Washington to serve our community.

From  LA-02 Congressional District – Bill Jefferson's Congressional record 

Rep Bill Jefferson is ranked 434th out of 435 members of the House of Representatives according to Congress.org http://www.congress.org/congressorg/power_rankings/overall.tt 

The only member with a lower ranking than Bill Jefferson is Republican Rick Renzi of Arizona, the former co-chair of John McCain's campaign in Arizona who was indicted for money laundering, extortion, and other crimes related to a land deal – but unlike the New Orleans Congressman, Renzi decided not to seek re-election.  

But Rep Jefferson is seeking re-election, and his rock bottom ranking, which pales even next to freshmen legislators, is more than an embarrassment. It is costing our community in directed funding.

Rep Jefferson is the least influential member in the House of Representatives. http://www.congress.org/congressorg/power_rankings/power_cats.tt?cat=I&submit.x=8&submit.y=10 

Differences in effectiveness among Louisiana's six  members in the House are startling when comparing this year's earmarked funds:

Jim McCrery         (R-LA-4) brought in  $44.8 million in earmarked funds (10 yrs in Congress)

Charlie Melancon (D-LA-3)  brought in $49.3 million in earmarks (only 4 yrs in Congress)

Rodney Alexander (R-LA-5) brought in $55.3 million in earmarks (6 yrs in Congress)

Charles Boustany (R-LA-7) brought in  $25.4 million in earmarks (4 yrs in Congress)

Bill Jefferson         (D-LA-2) brought in  $  7.4 million in earmarks (18 yrs in Congress)

Where's the beef?  It cannot be said that Jefferson's comparative ineffectiveness is due to a presumed difficulty facing African-American legislators, because of the exemplary performances of the 30 other African American legislators with high rankings. http://www.congress.org/congressorg/directory/demographics.tt?catid=ethnic&group=African%20American 

Rep Jefferson hasn't been effective for a long time - 

in 2006 he was ranked at 436th  and 

in 2005 he was ranked 412th.

The 2nd Congressional District faces the difficulties of urban living, but so do the districts of many hard-working African American members of the House who are succeeding in moving their communities forward.

In recent legislative newsletters, which are a legal form of campaign literature, Jefferson appears to take credit for benefits brought to the state by the entire Louisiana delegation, not through any meaningful legislation he sponsored.

LaRoots urges readers to review the independent, factual assessment of Bill Jefferson's legislative record on Congress.org.  Voters have to choose  the candidate who can give the  2nd Congressional District the representation it needs and deserves. 

That candidate in our opinion is New Orleans City Councilmember JAMES CARTER www.JamesCarter.us who also enjoys the endorsement of the 2008 Orleans Parish Democratic Executive Committee and many colleagues. On the City Council James Carter has demonstrated his leadership in establishing an Inspector General, implementing a Master Plan, protecting our neighborhoods, rooting out graft, incompetence and corruption.  

Bringing that energy to his candidacy for the 2nd Congressional District, JAMES CARTER calls for a 21st Century Safe Streets Plan for our Nation  

http://www.jamescarter.us/James%20Carter's%2021st%20Century%20Safe%20Streets%20Plan.pdf  

NEWS from OPDEC – the Orleans Parish Democratic Executive Committee

View the full list of endorsements from the Orleans Parish Democratic Executive Committee 

http://www.laroots.net/opdec_endorsements.htm 

To contact OPDEC members directly, please visit the website at www.OPDEC.org or use this link http://www.opdec.org/press/opall.pdf 

From LA-05  ALEXANDRIA – ANNOUNCING Beaucoup Blues III – Delivering Louisiana 

Saturday, September 13th in downtown  Alexandria's Caughlin-Saunders Performing Arts Center

Louisiana's Grassroots Democratic Conference! 

Deliver Louisiana into the Democratic column on November 4. 

Politics! Strategy! Tactics! Fun!

Hosted by Democracy for Louisiana, LaRoots, and Louisianad2d.

Registration information and complete agenda coming soon!

Join the fight to Deliver Louisiana into the Democratic column on November 4!

Can we do it? 

Yes, We Can!

From LA-06  BATON ROUGE – A Night to Remember!

August 28, 2008 - In celebration of Barack Obama’s acceptance speech as the Democratic nominee for President, come to a special fundraising event.

When: Thursday, August 28th @ 7:00 pm

Where: the Lyceum Ballroom

(Downtown Baton Rouge, 124 3rd Street)

Sponsored by The Louisiana Democratic Party & many generous supporters!

Great food, great people, broadcast of the convention, Barack’s speech and much more. Cash Bar.

RSVP to: obama_br@yahoo.com Suggested donation: $35 / Students: $15

The Lyceum is a smoke-free venue.  Must be 18 to enter and 21 to purchase alcohol.

VOLUNTEERING:  If readers care to volunteer to help bring out voters in their own neighborhoods, they are invited to join www.mybarackobama.com or www.democrats.org or 

update Ward and Precinct on their  www.LaRoots.net profile, which can be accessed on-line using the individual LaRoots ID number in the subject of this email.  

For information about the coordinated campaign LAVictory2008, readers are welcome to contact our daughter, Megan Langhoff mlanghoff@gmail.com a field organizer in Orleans Parish.

Coming this week...Louisiana Issues Statements from The Roots, on energy and the environment, ethics, and religion.  Thank you in advance to our contributors!
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