If you haven't already, read more about Barack Obama  http://www.barackobama.com/learn/meet_barack.php   

Louisiana continues to suffer from a legacy of corruption.  No political party has a lock on ethics.

For the first time since the early 1990's the Orleans Parish Democratic Executive Committee has issued a list of endorsed candidates that does not include the incumbent Congressman from District 2, Bill Jefferson.  His supporters still have a small minority on the Parish Committee that numbers 70 members, but the Committee overwhelming agreed to lead the local Party in a new direction.  

The five candidates who debated at the OPDEC forum were:

Councilman JAMES CARTER - OPDEC'S Endorsed Candidate for LA-02.

Jimmy Fahrenholz is battling to stay on the ballot, with state ethics fines.

Troy Carter is a former city councilman and former state representative.

Kenya Smith is Mayor Nagin's former legislative liaison. 

State Representative Cedric Richmond, enjoys much support, but has matters still pending at the La Bar on residency and reporting issues in a previous campaign. 

Helena Moreno chose not to participate in the OPDEC forum, and the inexperienced candidate seems a long shot for the District that still holds a 62% African American majority. 

ETHICS REFORM:  

Governor Bobby Jindal's “Ethics Reform” package returns to the news as he appoints a major campaign contributor to chair the Louisiana Recovery Authority (LRA) and direct the state's recovery money.  A loophole in the $2500 maximum campaign contribution allows those who own multiple Limited Liability Corporations (LLC's) to contribute the maximum amount through each one of their companies.  This practice recently produced $30,000 in campaign contributions to Governor Jindal from companies connected to new LRA chief, New Orleans businessman David Voelker.

However, grassroots campaigns, which rely heavily on volunteer and discounted labor from friends and family, were dealt a blow with the new “Ethics Reform” restrictions against paying family members any compensation for legitimate work on political campaigns. Paying a young college student $200 for two months of labor on her brother's campaign threatens no one and does not qualify as real  campaign finance reform.  

Governor Jindal did raise some standards - notable among them is the bar raised about the evidence needed to prove ethics violations from the “substantial evidence” provided under the old ethics code to the more challenging threshold of “clear and convincing proof” now needed to establish a violation.

“Ethics Reform” without meaningful campaign finance reform is bait-and-switch.  For a more detailed report read Mike Stagg's blog entry http://democrat2democrat.blogspot.com/2008/07/jindal-appoints-multiple-llc.html 

CORRUPTION HAS NO PARTY LOYALTIES:

State Senator Derrick Shepherd http://www.nola.com/news/index.ssf/2008/07/sen_derrick_shepherd_faces_new.html
US Senator Ted Stevens

http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-carey1-2008aug01,0,3097407.story 

OTHER ISSUES:

THE DRILLING QUESTION:

http://www.laroots.net/the_drilling_question.htm 

CATHOLIC DEMOCRATS:  

Conservatives use Eucharist  as a political weapon, contrary to US Conference of Catholic Bishops “Faithful Citizenship” document. For more information, link to       http://www.catholicdemocrats.org/news/2008/05/conservatives_gear_up_again_to.php 

LaRoots

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/metro/index.ssf?/base/news-30/1217482438154890.xml&coll=1
Shepherd

http://www.revenue.louisiana.gov/sections/publications/viewrelease.aspx?id=218 
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