LaRoots.net

Welcome again to the www.LaRoots.net e-bulletin, a volunteer project increasing communication among Louisiana's grassroots activists, since March 2004.  This bulletin offers  items from each Congressional District, but first, Presidential News:

 

John McCain's 100-year view http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjGYb_KtAeg
Presidential Candidate Barack Obama http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pgz_mu2FBBg
Sen. Hillary Clinton's endorsement  http://www.hillaryclinton.com/splash/june7/ 

 

Sen. Dennis Kucinich's Articles of Impeachment of  President George W Bush  http://kucinich.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=93581 

 

District by District -

 

7th CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT – There's a race!

 

Jeremy Alford reports in Gambit's 6-10-08 article on earmarking that 

“State Senator Donald Cravins Jr., a Democrat from Opelousas, is preparing to run in the 7th Congressional District in Acadiana and plans to attack the incumbent for his opposition to earmarks...Cravins argues that earmarks can have a positive impact, especially for a district still struggling to rebuild in the wake of 2005's Hurricane Rita.  Cravins asks “How can Congressman Boustany not believe in earmarks for a district that has been devastated by a hurricane?  We need the money and that's a lack of leadership.”

Read Porkapalooza http://gambitweekly.com/dispatch/current/news_feat2.php 

 

Acadiana's Independent Weekly highlighted Salon's article “How Karl Rove played politics while people drowned – Hurricane Katrina posed a huge test to Bush's administration but instead of bailing out Louisiana, Karl Rove played Blame the Democrats.” This is an excerpt from “Machiavelli's Shadow: The Rise and Fall of Karl Rove.”  by Paul Alexander

 http://www.salon.com/books/excerpt/2008/06/06/rove_katrina/ 

 

 

6th CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT – There are Parties!

 

Activist leader of the Baton Rouge 6-pack and others, Vicki Lancaster, has organized “Last Thursday Fundraisers for Obama” in Baton Rouge at the Louisiana Democratic Party Headquarters. Pot luck dinner will be provided with a minimum donation. The Louisiana Democratic Party will supply wine and soft drinks. There will be sign-up sheets for the Obama campaign and plans include a series of documentaries produced during the Bush years to “get people fired up.” Parties begin on June 26 and proceed on last Thursdays of each month until the November election.

 

Also - the JJ Dinner on June 21st in Baton Rouge.  This is a major fundraiser for the Louisiana Democratic Party.  For those who join the Blue Krewe for as little as $10 per month, tickets to the Jefferson-Jackson Dinner are $75 instead of the usual $150.  For details go to www.lademo.org 

 

 

5th CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT – There is news from the 5th!

 

Rev. Chris Handy is running for Monroe City Marshall on Saturday October 3, 2008.  

Rev Handy has been a welcome active subscriber to the LaRoots e-bulletin since 2004 and he helped many New Orleanians in the days after Hurricane Katrina.  He asks for your support and can be contacted through his website  http://www.chrishandyformarshal.homestead.com
 

“I am running because, I feel its time for a change - a real change in the city of Monroe...The Marshal's Office should be more involved in Community Activities instead of just putting people on the streets or serving warrants. The Marshal's office should be more modern instead of the outdated system that currently exists.” 

 

Please take a few minutes to find out more about Rev. Chris Handy and his work

http://chrishandyformarshal.homestead.com/mission.html  

and Donate to his campaign

http://chrishandyformarshal.homestead.com/donations.html 

 

 

Also in the 5th CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT - On Wednesday July 2nd, the City of Alexandria is hosting a “Summit on Sustainability,” a day-long event focusing on issues ranging from renewable energy to historic preservation.  Senator Mary Landrieu will be the Keynote Speaker and there will be a presentation from Public Service Commissioner Foster Campbell and other civic and academic leaders.  Fee for the event is $20 and for more information contact lamarw at gmail dot com or call 318-449-5009.

 

 

4th CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT – Young people speak out!

 

Shreveport/Bossier City young adults talk about life on Link 222.  “The Mixed Count” video explores the experiences of multi-racial youth from their own perspective.  The 2000 census was the first year that Americans were allowed to identify themselves as being more than one race.   More than 7 million Americans declared themselves  bi-racial,          http://link222.blogspot.com/2008/06/mixed-count.html 

 

 

DNCC12?  A conversation was recently introduced in Northwest Louisiana to explore the idea again of having the Democratic Convention in New Orleans in 2012.  New Orleans hosted a successful week for the Republican Convention in 1988.  The idea of Democrats meeting in New Orleans was discussed in 2006 when the City was reeling from Katrina, but now the City has events scheduled of comparable size.  The idea was recently offered to local Democratic Party leaders in New Orleans and was well-received, with no downside seen to pursuing the idea.

 

 

3rd CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT – Juneteenth! 

 

15TH Annual JUNETEENTH Freedom Festival, Donaldsonville LA,  June 12-15, 2008 

For more information call The River Road African American Museum 225-474-5553.

http://www.africanamericanmuseum.org/juneteenth.html  Poster can be downloaded.

Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration of the ending of slavery in the United States.  From its Galveston Texas origin in 1865, the observance has spread across the country.  Enjoy this year's Talent Search, Gospel Choir competition, Essay Contest, Children's Village, Black Inventors' Tent, Genealogy Tent, Freedom Parade, Art Sale and more.

 

Representative Charlie Melancon holds Telephone Town Hall meetings to better communicate with constituents. To participate, sign up for his newsletter http://www.melancon.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=190&Itemid=104 

 

 

2nd CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT – There's work to do!

 

While the Louisiana Secretary of State recently issued a request for voters to register only at the offices of the Registrars of Voters, this may be a hardship for some people. Voters can be reassured with a reminder that voter registrations taken in the field by 3rd party volunteers will be confirmed by the receipt of their new voter registration card in the mail within 3 to 6 weeks of application. 

The Orleans Parish Democratic Executive Committee is coordinating voter registration events nearly every weekend and can use help in these initiatives.  If you would like to join OPDEC members and volunteer for these events, please email deborahlanghoff@cox.net for additional information.

 

Sunday July 5th Bake Sale for Barack 2pm, Armstrong Park, Rampart Street.  

Cookies, brownies, t-shirts for sale – voter registration available.  To volunteer lynda.woolard@cox.net 

 

Drinking Liberally, a national organization, lists a New Orleans Chapter that meets at the Bridge Lounge on the 2nd Thursday of each month, 6-8pm. FFI: http://drinkingliberally.org/ 

 

 

1st CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT – There's the KKK! 

 

In the 1st District, racism is alive and well – blocks from the Orleans Parish line, in northeastern Jefferson, a family feels the sting of hatred within days of moving into the neighborhood. With KKK and crosses chemically burned into their lawn, a father is forced to explain their meaning to his 9-year old son. Rebuilding New Orleans has been too difficult to tolerate old hatreds.  Please submit Letters to the Editor, to compensate for this prejudice.

http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/news-29/1213075933305900.xml&coll=1
Congressional Candidate Jim Harlan has filed papers with the FEC to run as a Democrat in the fall election.  Jim was elected a Barack Obama delegate last March. More to follow...

 

OPDEC's Swearing-in ceremony is now on the new website  www.OPDEC.org on the  “Gallery” page.  Please take a few minutes to meet the 70 members of the 2008 Orleans Parish Democratic Executive Committee as their term begins in the historic Gallier Hall setting. http://www.opdec.org/photo_gallery/photo_gallery.htm 

 

Currently under investigation -  It's easy to tell elections approach – this is the way Republicans get things going – a new smear campaign targeting Lafayette Parish Executive Committeemember Mike Stagg.

http://democrat2democrat.blogspot.com/2008/06/smear-campaign-im-honored.html

 HYPERLINK "http://democrat2democrat.blogspot.com/2008/06/smear-campaign-im-honored.html"
    
 

Getting busy!

Deborah

 

 

Deborah and Alan Langhoff

www.LaRoots.net
4234 Canal Street New Orleans 70119

 

 

LaRoots is a privately owned email bulletin that started as a grassroots www.KerryRoots.com  campaign in the 2004  Democratic Primary campaign and continued in 2005-2008 as a communication tool  www.LaRoots.net. The data will not be given away or sold.  

To have information distributed in the e-bulletin, please write deborahlanghoff@cox.net 
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