LaRoots.com

 

Welcome again to the LaRoots.net e-bulletin network, a grassroots communication tool in Louisiana since March 2004.

 

John McCain may be visiting Louisiana today, but he is wrong on Louisiana issues.  

 

McCain sought the endorsement of San Antonio's Rev John Hagee AFTER Hagee publicly blamed Hurricane Katrina on the level of sin in New Orleans.  McCain was forced to distance himself from the man whose spiritual leadership he was “proud” to have, and Hagee apologized for his extreme comments about Catholics and about Israel.  OPDEC,s May 14th press release calls for an apology http://www.opdec.org/press/JohnHagee.pdf  but Hagee never apologized to New Orleanians for his comments after Katrina, and John McCain hasn't either.  

 

McCain was wrong when he voted...

 

against Emergency Supplemental Funding that included $28 billion for hurricane relief in 2006

against granting 5 months of access to Medicaid for Hurricane victims

against allowing up to 52 weeks of unemployment benefits to Katrina victims

against establishing a Commission to study the federal response to Hurricane Katrina

against Equal Pay, saying women need more training to make more money.

McCain solves our housing crisis with “skip vacations and get a second job.” 

The Children's Defense Fund rated him the worst Senator in Congress for children.

League of Conservation Voters rated his environmental record “0” last year.

 

McCain is wrong for Louisiana when he

 

opposes a National Catastrophic Insurance Fund

opposes the assault weapons ban that even President Bush is willing to sign.

 

It was John McCain who 

said “Mission Accomplished” referring to Iraq, where 3,947 more Americans have since died.

Said “100 years in Iraq is fine with me.”

Thinks war is a joke http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67ANtTZpCmE&feature=related 

Voted against banning torture.

 

John McCain graduated in bottom 1% of his college class (894th of 899).

 

TUESDAY:

John McCain Rally in Kenner, Pontchartrain Center, 4545 Williams Blvd., Doors open 7pm 

(For Democratic activists, this is an opportunity to write letters to the editor in response to local press coverage.  The Kenner rally is not a Town Hall meeting.)  

 

WEDNESDAY:

 

In Baton Rouge:  John McCain returns to Louisiana for a Town Hall Meeting on Wednesday, June 4th in Baton Rouge. The doors open at 8:30am for this opportunity to ask substantive questions.   Baton Rouge River Center, Rooms 5-8, 275 South River Road, Baton Rouge LA 70802 - You do not need a confirmation nor reply from campaign staff to attend the event.

THURSDAY:

 

OPDEC GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

 

OPDEC membership will meet at 6pm on Thursday June 5th in the Jury Pool Room of Civil District Court next to City Hall in New Orleans - and will continue on the first Thursdays of each month. Democrats are invited to attend.

 

OTHER LOCALLY-INITIATED INFO:

 

St Tammany Parish Democratic Executive Committee meets on third Mondays of the month -FFI:  www.Dems4Change.org 

Jefferson Parish Democratic Executive Committee meets on the third Tuesdays of the month FFI: www.JPdemo.org   

Lafayette PEC member Mike Stagg examines unexpected effects of allowing Independent voters into Democratic primary elections.  http://www.louisianad2d.us/Victory%20or%20Bust.html 

Drinking Liberally, a national organization, lists a New Orleans Chapter that meets at the Bridge Lounge on the 2nd Thursday of each month, 6-8pm.  FFI:  http://drinkingliberally.org/ 

VOTER REGISTRATION:  

 

OPDEC is registering voters every week.  Please consider offering a Voter Registration table at your upcoming event.  For assistance in organizing an event in the New Orleans area, contact OPDEC Political Action Chair Lisa Dawson lmgdawson@cox.net 

 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTIONS:

 

While some are thinking about the 2008 Convention – (find the final lists of Louisiana's Clinton, Obama, and automatic-Delegates here http://www.lademo.org/ )

 

Others are thinking ahead to 2012 to advance the idea of New Orleans seeking the 2012 Democratic National Convention, and this is not the first time that the idea has come up.  When Howard Dean brought the DNC's Spring Meeting to New Orleans in April 2006, the task of rebuilding the city and the tourism industry was too daunting to consider hosting the Democratic Convention in 2008, but the City has significantly restored the ability to handle extraordinary events since 2006:

 

In April New Orleans hosted George Bush's North American Leadership Conference, with Mexico's President and Canada's Prime Minister.

N.O. Jazz & Heritage Festival returned to pre-Katrina numbers, 375-400,000 attending.

French Quarter Festival hit a new record with 208,000 attending in a single day.

American Library Association (65,000 members) brings its 2011 Convention to New Orleans

JetBlue has just added a direct flight to Boston that brings the Louis Armstrong total to 138 flights daily serving 38 cities. 

 

 

BLUE KREWE:

 

For a monthly contribution of as little as $10 per month, Democrats can join the Blue Krewe and become sustaining contributors to our State Party http://www.actblue.com/page/bluekrewe 

 

JEFFERSON-JACKSON DINNER:

 

State Democratic Parties use an annual Jefferson (Thomas) - Jackson (Andrew) Dinner to fundraise, and the Louisiana JJ Dinner is Saturday June 21st in Baton Rouge.  

 

Tickets are $150 each, but Blue Krewe members pay $75 for their Jefferson-Jackson Dinner ticket.  Please reply if you are interested in attending and/or helping to organize OPDEC's tables for OPDEC.

 

DNC’s NEIGHBORHOOD VOLUNTEER Program includes volunteers who agree to reach out to at least 25 of their neighbors in a variety of ways during this election cycle.  Please consider joining:

http://www.lademo.org/ht/d/sp/i/1167085/pid/1167085 through the La. Democratic Party, or

http://www.democrats.org/a/2008/05/neighborhood_vo.php through the DNC

 

 

Best regards,

 

Deborah 

 

 

www.LaRoots.net 

Deborah and Alan Langhoff

New Orleans 

 

 

 

 

LaRoots is a private email newsbulletin that will not be given away or sold.

 

 

To contribute to communication among Democrats, grassroots activists and party leaders, our family will continue to publish the www.LaRoots.net e-bulletin, which we began in March of 2004 to spotlight both the official activities of the Democratic Party as well as grassroots initiatives.  If you received this bulletin in error, please reply “remove.”

