LaRoots.net

Welcome again to the www.LaRoots.net  e-bulletin network, a grassroots project since March 2004.  When it began, grassroots enthusiasm outpaced the party structure’s ability to effectively organize it.  Ad hoc groups formed around the Meet-up models.  

Many who became active during the last Presidential campaign are new members of the State Central Committee and local Parish Executive Committees.  While still enthusiastically supporting grassroots initiatives, we encourage Democrats to attend local Parish Executive Committee meetings and offer their volunteer strength and influence to these organizations during this historic campaign.  

LOCAL NEWS:

Orleans Parish Democratic Executive Committee (OPDEC) meets next on Thursday June 5th in the Jury Pool Room of Civil District Court at 6pm.  The schedule to meet on the first Thursday of each month is posted on the www.OPDEC.org website along with an updated membership roster.  All Democrats are welcome.

MIKE STAGG, a Lafayette PEC member, offers his personal insight and well-documented analysis of unexpected effects of allowing Independent voters into Democratic primary elections. This is a must-read for those interested in the changing demographics in Louisiana’s fall elections. http://www.louisianad2d.us/Victory%20or%20Bust.html
St Tammany Parish Democratic Executive Committee meets on third Mondays of the month -FFI:  www.Dems4Change.org 

Jefferson Parish Democratic Executive Committee meets on the third Tuesdays of the month FFI: www.JPdemo.org  

Drinking Liberally, a national organization, lists a New Orleans Chapter that meets at the Bridge Lounge on the 2nd Thursday of each month, 6-8pm.  FFI:  http://drinkingliberally.org/ 

 

OPDEC’s Gallier Hall Investiture and Swearing-in Ceremony is captured in a new video available for viewing at http://www.louisianad2d.us/OPDEC_Monday.mov    While the video is about a half hour long, it is an opportunity to be introduced to each of the 70 members, and to get to know the new OPDEC Chair James A Gray II, who was the event’s Keynote Speaker.   This video captures the spirit of patriotic service that was palpable that evening - set in historic Gallier Hall.  Excerpts from messages sent by Senator Mary Landrieu, Mayor Ray Nagin, and Chris Whittington are included as well as an Award Recognition of 16 years of continuous service to the outgoing Chair Stephanie Butler. Thank you to Mike Stagg for this video.  A free download of QuickTime may be prompted before viewing the video.  Please take a few minutes to visit with the new Orleans Parish Democratic Executive Committee.

 

JOHN McCAIN SCHEDULED TO RETURN TO LOUISIANA:

OPDEC’s 1st Vice Chair Deborah Langhoff wrote a letter that was co-signed by OPDEC Chair James A. Gray II, calling upon John McCain to emphatically disavow the condemning remarks from his supporter and San Antonio Pastor John Hagee about New Orleans.  Hagee stated that Katrina was God's judgment on New Orleans because the City had a level of sin that was offensive to God. He issued a retraction, only to retract it with later comments.   The full statement can be found on the OPDEC website http://www.opdec.org/press/JohnHagee.pdf 

 

While McCain recently rejected the Hagee endorsement based on his older statements about Hitler, there has still been no sincere apology or emphatic disavowal of Hagee’s condemnation of New Orleanians.  McCain is scheduled to have a New Orleans fundraiser on June 3 and then stop in Baton Rouge on June 4th for a $1000 plate lunch hosted by Governor Bobby Jindal and former Governor Buddy Roemer.   LaRoots suggests that Hagee’s comments about New Orleans should be served.

 

 

ACTIVITIES:

VOTER REGISTRATION Saturday May 24th 10am-9pm Mid-City’s 3rd Annual BAYOU BOOGALOO. There will be three stages of music on the banks of Bayou St John.  The Voter Registration tables must be non-partisan because of the event’s 501c3 status. No candidate logos or political paraphernalia are permitted at the tables. To volunteer, please contact Lisa at  lmgdawson@cox.net to schedule a time slot.

Please consider organizing a Voter Registration table at your upcoming event.

DNC’s Neighborhood Volunteer Program includes volunteers who agree to reach out to at least 25 of their neighbors in a variety of ways during this election cycle.  Please consider joining:

http://www.lademo.org/ht/d/sp/i/1167085/pid/1167085 through the La. Democratic Party

http://www.democrats.org/a/2008/05/neighborhood_vo.php through the DNC

SENATOR TED KENNEDY’s sobering diagnosis came to light this week.  Those who would like to send good wishes can leave them at http://www.tedkennedy.com/page/-/splash/getwellsoon_KfS.html  

MEMORIAL DAY, originally called Decoration Day, is the official time to honor the memory of those who have died in service to our country. CODEPINK is working hard to do that and everyone can join one of these efforts to particularly honor the 4,080 Americans who have died in the Iraq War http://www.codepinkalert.org/article.php?list=type&type=356 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:

OPDEC member Kimberly Marshall has agreed to lead a workshop to foster local political blogging – if interested, please contact her Kimberly@dangerblond.org for more information.

Although accusations of ageism have been associated with the website http://www.thingsyoungerthanmccain.com/   those with a sense of humor will enjoy reading that, among other things, chocolate chip cookies, Spam, and Alaska are all younger than John McCain – new items are introduced daily.  

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION Update:  

I was recently contacted by a regular recipient of the LaRoots e-bulletin who was fellow Louisiana Kerry-Edwards volunteer from 2004. Rob and his wife Debbie evacuated to family in South Carolina during Katrina and settled there for a number of personal reasons, selling their home in Gentilly.  They stayed in touch over the years and supported my personal political campaigns in 2007.  Happily, Rob will be at the Democratic Convention, originally an Edwards delegate, and we are looking forward to a post-Katrina reunion there because the Louisiana and the South Carolina delegations are staying at the same hotel in Denver.  Read an interview with Rob http://demconwatch.blogspot.com/2008/05/former-edwards-pledged-delegate-speaks.html
To contribute to communications among Democrats, grassroots activists and party leaders, this www.LaRoots.net bulletin continues to spotlight official activities of the Democratic Party as well as encourage grassroots initiatives.  Please submit information for publication to deborahlanghoff@cox.net 

 

Sincerely,

Deborah

 

Deborah and Alan Langhoff

New Orleans

 

