Welcome again to the LaRoots e-bulletin, promoting liberal candidates and progressive ideas since March 2004.

Year-End Good News

Domenici-Landrieu Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act passes and is signed on the 203rd anniversary of the Louisiana Purchase http://landrieu.senate.gov/%7elandrieu/releases/06/2006C20B18.html 

Having first spoken against the Landrieu sponsored bill, Jindal tries to take credit for its passage. http://www.lademo.org/ht/display/ReleaseDetails/i/982194/pid/329479 

Speaking of Jindal – ethics issues…

http://lafayettedemocrats.blogspot.com/ 
Recovery News:
Louisiana gets $74.5 million while Mississippi gets $280.8 million from FEMA for alternative housing pilot initiatives, even though 205,000 Louisiana homes were destroyed but 61,386 were destroyed in Mississippi. http://landrieu.senate.gov/%7elandrieu/releases/06/2006C21D30.html 

Will fairness reign locally as LRA transfers Road Home assets back to New Orleans entities, will each area of greater destruction receive a proportionately greater share of resources?
After more than a year of planning, many are sustained by the hope that the assets from Road Home buyouts (not all funds from LRA) will be returned to revitalize the districts of their origin – by additional homeowner and rental awards, and by using dollars to fund prioritized initiatives and by determining the destiny of properties at the planning district level.   
Thank you everyone who is working on recovery across the state, whether personal or civic. Individuals and small business people are financing the recovery from insurance proceeds and savings accounts, since federal recovery dollars have not yet hit the palms locally.  HUD entanglements aggravate ICF inadequacies.  http://www.LaRoots.net/katrina.htm    

Making a ground-breaking program like the Road Home work as it was envisioned is a challenge that has been taken on by civic activists as well as government.  

Here are some positions expressed publicly on recent recovery efforts http://www.LaRoots.net/road_home_info.htm   

LaRoots was contacted this week regarding a possible DFA training workshop in the state.  DFA first made this offer just before Katrina at Beaucoup Blues in New Orleans http://www.LaRoots.net/beaucoup_blues.htm
We’re interested in hearing from potential 2007 candidates to insure that this instructive event easily coordinates with what is needed in the way of location and timing - please email deborahlanghoff@cox.net. Of particular note is the fact that 30-year Representative Peppi Bruneau (R) is term limited from running again in La House District 94. 
Alan and I respectfully remember those who are not spending this holiday time at home or with family.

Happy Holidays and Peace to all,

Deborah
www.LaRoots.net
Deborah and Alan Langhoff

4234 Canal Street New Orleans
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