ACTION ALERT:  CONGRESS HASN’T HELPED YET  - WE NEED CONGRESSIONAL HELP:  With Louisianians and friends of Louisiana spread across the country, we can influence Senators and Representatives from other states to ask them to support the legislation being presented by our Louisiana delegation.  Our citizens and cities are facing financial ruin, and we have not gotten the legislation promised from Congress and the Administration.  

Please email them to urge them to help us send a strong message that Louisiana needs the money that was promised.  Ask them to vote for Katrina-relief legislation, the same help that was offered to other states during disasters of national significance. 

CONTACT the area’s elected officials wherever you are at http://www.congress.org/congressorg/directory/congdir.tt?command=congdir
Letters to the Editor can point out that $240 billion to restore and rebuild Louisiana is a lot of money, but it’s considerably less than the $361 billion allocated to military operations in the last four years. http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/world/12835893.htm 

THE GOOD:

WATER:  All New Orleans water is now safe to drink, both the East and West Banks of the River, certified by the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals on October 6th, except for areas east of the Industrial Canal (New Orleans East and the lower 9th).

FOOD:  Scores of restaurants and bars in Orleans, that are now Open for Business and have passed post-Katrina health inspections are easily identified by the bright pink flyers in their front windows. A list of 80+ retail food establishments that was current on 10/06/05 along with other pertinent information can be found on the City’s website at http://www.cityofno.com/portal.aspx?portal=1&load=~/PortalModules/ViewPressRelease.ascx&itemid=3187 

BUSINESSES WANT IN:  At the “Back to Business Workshop” held at the Sheraton, New Orleans, more than 1500 people representing 1000+ businesses were eager to express their desire to help rebuild New Orleans.  Local entrepreneurs in the crowd insisted that local companies receive some of the money awarded to the major contractors, Bechtel, Ceres, Hill, ECC, Halliburton, Phillips and Jordan, and Shaw.  www.labi.org  www.accesslouisiana.com Safety & Permits 504-658-2050, Office of Economic Opportunity 225-219-0041.

CURFEWS SHRINK:  Orleans curfew begins at 8pm and continues to 6am every day. Jefferson Parish has joined St Tammany in lifting all curfews.

MUSICIANS are being offered space for mini pods or RV’s so they can return to New Orleans.  A benefit recording is being planned with proceeds going to a fund to facilitate musicians returning to the city.  Contact Frank Alquist 504-338-5693 at The Music Shed.

ReNew Orleans T-SHIRTS http://www.jambase.com/headsup.asp?storyID=7187 

TRANSPORTATION:  Plans to support rail routes between Baton Rouge and New Orleans are encouraging.  Forming a triangular rail line between Baton Rouge, New Orleans and the Northshore is even better.  STREETCARS are still in the barns, but the quick reinstatement of both the Canal/Carrollton and St Charles lines will help New Orleans workers.  A long-promised streetcar line through Marigny/Bywater would anchor those working neighborhoods to the French Quarter and CBD.

THE BAD:

JOBS:  FEMA’s at it again…Mike Olivier, State Secretary of Economic Development, remarked at the Back to Business Workshop that a bid was put together by numerous New Orleans area food industry companies to secure the contract to feed the thousands of workers in the city.  This great New Orleans cooking would have been far better than 2-day old peanut butter sandwiches from Florida or other typical MRE’s, and would have put Louisiana citizens back to work in their home state.  Due to “FEMA regulations,” the multi-million dollar contract went to an out-of-state vendor.

Join Governor Kathleen Blanco, Senator Mary Landrieu and others in calling for an independent investigation of the Hurricane Katrina disaster.  To join with others, contact 

Common Cause at

http://www.commoncause.org/site/apps/ka/ct/contactus.asp?c=dkLNK1MQIwG&b=1021349&en=beLzEIOsHcLAIQMAJ9JBIONpGgJMJNMtFaKKKUNwGoJZH 

OR Interfaith Alliance

http://www.interfaithalliance.org/site/pp.asp?c=8dJIIWMCE&b=447561 

RED CROSS AID:  Food distribution centers are located at 6 locations in Orleans Parish open from 10am-3pm to distribute ice, water, comfort and cleanup kits, as well as meals (prepared out of state apparently). They are:  Municipal Auditorium, Washington at Simon Bolivar, Jena at Freret, Esplanade at North Rampart, Lafayette School 2727 S Carrollton, and Laurel at 820 Jackson Ave.  

The newly-opened Red Cross Financial Aid Center in Kenner is serving approximately 1000 New Orleanians daily, clearly inadequate to handle the number of affected citizens.  It should not be necessary to camp out in a car overnight to get one of the coveted 1000 slots that insure assistance.

ENTERGY REPORTS that while many areas of the city have had services successfully restored, some continue to have “uncertain” restoration time frames. By neighborhoods: 

http://www.entergy.com/content/Corp/EmergencyCtr/NOLA_detail_content.asp
THE UGLY:  

Tom DeLay:  Louisianians are offering our best efforts, and some national leaders have questioned the amount of aid that Congress will send to Louisiana and whether our politicians can be trusted with it.  

To assure voters of their personal integrity, and to demonstrate that twice-indicted Tom DeLay does not influence them, our representatives should send the DeLay contributions made to their campaigns back to the Tom DeLay PAC:

Rep Bobby Jindal   $5,000 

Rep.Richard Baker  $5,014

Rep.Rodney Alexander $5,000

Rep.Charles Boustany $25,000  

GARBAGE:  Where is it all going?  Call Waste Management and ask 504-254-5353

WHERE’S THE BEEF? Ruth’s Chris Steak House Corporate officers announced this week that the temporary move of corporate offices from New Orleans to Orlando is becoming permanent. Disappointed with this decision and confused about why a company born in our city would hit her when she’s down, I’ve lost the taste for those steaks. .  The meatball sandwich at Faustos on Vets is a great lunch.

