Welcome again to www.LaRoots.net e-bulletin, a volunteer grassroots project since March 2004.

ORLEANS:  VOTING BEGINS TODAY ACROSS LOUISIANA

Early voting for the May 20th election begins today, Monday May 8th and continues through Noon this Saturday, May 13th in 15 Louisiana locations, including 4 in the Greater New Orleans area.  Voters can get more information by calling the Secretary of State office at 1-800-883-2805 from 7am to 7pm Monday through Friday, or a list of locations can be found on the Mitch Landrieu website http://www.mitchformayor.com/vote.php 

CANDIDATES NEWS:

While we appreciate all candidates who seek to serve at this critical time, we actively support these campaigns, which ask for your support and assistance:

Arnie Fielkow:

Mr. Fielkow, former Exec. V.P. of the N.O. Saints, has already received numerous endorsements for his candidacy for the office of City Council Member-At-Large, which we support enthusiastically.  A long-time LaRoots bulletin recipient, Arnie has worked with national business and political leadership, as well as local grassroots efforts.  He asks for your vote and can be reached through his website  http://www.fielkow.com/   

Shelley Midura: 

Our neighbor, education activist, career diplomat, and fellow Democrat is locked in a battle against Republican Jay Batt for the City Council District A seat, which includes devastated areas of Lakeview and Mid-City along with dry areas uptown and near City Park.  To be successful in continuing to get her message to the voters, Shelley’s campaign asks for financial assistance.  www.shelleymiduraforcitycouncil.com 

Lt. Gov. Mitch Landrieu:   

Endorsements favoring Mitch Landrieu for Mayor are exciting, but individual voter contact is imperative, and The Campaign asks for your help this week:

Top priority for Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of this week in New Orleans is phone banking…Please email or call if you can commit to one of three shifts (10-1, 1-3 and 6-9) daily. Volunteer Coordinator can be reached at 1-866-702-3577 or stop by any Mitch Landrieu for Mayor headquarters:

1212 St Charles Avenue New Orleans

3361 Gen Degaulle Dr Suite A, Algiers

6002 Perkins Rd Suite B-3, Baton Rouge

Endorsements include The Louisiana Weekly, City Business, Gambit, Ron Forman, The Alliance for Good Government, Bishop Paul S. Morton, both the Orleans Parish Democratic and Republican Executive Committees, criminal justice leaders Attorney General Charles Foti, District Attorney Eddie Jordan, Criminal Sheriff Marlin Gussman, Civil Sheriff Paul Valteau,  Sheriff Harry Lee, Sheriff Jack Stephens, Sheriff Jiff Hingle, the Police Association of New Orleans and the Fraternal Order of Police and a bi-partisan group of legislators.  

JAZZ FESTIVAL:

If last Mardi Gras was our City’s first attempt to seize our cultural identity, refusing to let it drown, during the past ten days of Jazz Fest, we demonstrated again an ability to hold an entertainment event of international caliber.  The enthusiastic support of the music, cultural, and culinary communities is heartening.  

It’s noteworthy that in addition to the huge national attendance, many locals took the opportunity to revisit Jazz Festival and confirmed their commitment to contribute to the 300-year history of our evolving city.

In the spirit of this welcome musical interlude in our Recovery work, a couple of uncharacteristic links are included in this bulletin, both with a Beatles theme:

Opened for the Radiators last Friday – Jake Simabukuro  http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=829401773913198414&q=ukulele 

Featuring George Bush  http://decider.cf.huffingtonpost.com/  

Regards,

Deborah

www.LaRoots.net
Alan and Deborah Langhoff

4234 Canal Street New Orleans
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