WHY NEW ORLEANS FLOODED:

New Orleans might have escaped fatal impact from Katrina if our levees had been 
built the way the Army Corps of Engineers claims that they were built, but 
according to the Times-Picayune...

An LSU forensic engineering team working at the 17th Street Canal to uncover 
the reasons levees failed after Katrina discovered that, contrary to the Army 
Corps of Engineers' statements that the steel sheet pilings were driven to a 
depth of 17 feet below sea level, the steel was actually driven down to a depth 
of only 10 feet below sea level, and the 10-ft depth was indicated on their 
drawings. 

Soil borings that the Corps consulted when it designed the walls in the early 
1990's, indicated that the steel should have gone down 40 to 50 feet, and LSU 
Hurricane Center team leader Igor van Heerden commented that "by going down 
just 10 feet, the piles were anchored in peat, the weakest layer of all the 
soils below the levee and the canal." 
For the complete article, http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-4/1131604614166260.xml

This man-made tragedy deepens with the Bush Administration's recent retreat 
from his early promises to restore the New Orleans population and economy and 
to protect the entire area from future hurricanes.

$16 billion will create full protection from Category 5 hurricanes. 
$16 billion funds 90 days of the Iraq War at the current $195 million per day.
This expense is simply a matter of priority. 

Please write to urge Senators and Representatives, wherever you are, to support 
the protection from Category 5 hurricanes and tell them that New Orleans is 
worth $16 billion worth of levees.


WHERE'S THE PROOF THAT NEW LEVEES WILL WORK?

Cultural Slur From Up-River: Wisconsin's Democratic Rep. David Obey states,
"I don't want to approve something without knowing it will work. Otherwise 
we're just throwing money down a rat hole." 

Senator Hillary Clinton and other Democratic legislators more politely asked 
for proof that future levees will hold, but I ask them:

Is there proof that children will learn when you fund education? 
Is there proof that there will be no crime when you fund law enforcement?
Is there proof that there will be no future earthquakes when you fund disaster 
relief in Anchorage (as the US did in 1964, Senate Commerce Chairman Stevens) 
or in Los Angeles in 1990?
Is there proof that democracy prevails in Iraq, even after spending $250+ 
billion?

No, but there are already good levee studies, along with suggestions from the Netherlands and Japan. Those who stand with Louisiana now will insure our success if the design and the execution of this project is fully funded and backed by all America in the full light of day. To find senators and congressmen wherever you are, please go to http://www.congress.org/congressorg/directory/congdir.tt?command=congdir 
Urge them to support full levee protection from Category 5 hurricanes. 
And feel free to forward this request to others.


"LAWN-CHAIR RENDEZVOUS in NEW ORLEANS" at LaRoots office location
(Part of the Democratic Party National Organizing Kickoff)
TUESDAY, November 15th 2005
5:00pm-6:30pm.
www.LaRoots.net Offices (in mid-repair), 4234-36 Canal Street, Mid-City, New 
Orleans
B-Y-O-Lawnchair because our furniture is history! 
After many weeks of facing the worst disaster in our region's history, let's 
gather again as Democrats to say hello, without immediate demands for time or 
money. Let's join other cities that are meeting Tuesday night, and let's also 
explore local initiatives like "Democrats in Blue Jeans." 
No big-wigs are scheduled, but everyone is welcome, it's casual, and remember 
to BYOLawnchair (no food will be served).
FFI: email Deborah Langhoff 504-259-4525 deborahlanghoff@cox.net or for details, directions, or to send comments (rsvp is not necessary to attend) http://www.democrats.org/page/event/detail/nationalorganizingkickoff/wtx 


CITY OF NEW ORLEANS: The property database now includes damage assessments of buildings (the red, yellow, green scale). Go to http://secure.cityofno.com/SystemModules/PrintPage.aspx?load=~/Services/SafetyAndPermits/FloodElevations/propertysearch.ascx


BATON ROUGE:

WEDNESDAY Nov. 16th, 2005 - Because the GOP leadership heard the message 
delivered to conservative candidates in Tuesday's elections, they have pulled 
the bill that proposed massive cuts in essential social programs. 
Rep. Baker is "rethinking his position on this amendment." 
It looks like there will be a vote next week, so please attend the rally to 
protect Medicare, Medicaid, Food Stamps and student loans. Meet in front of 
Baker's district office at 
5555 Hilton Avenue, off of Corporate Ave, Baton Rouge, 12:30pm. 
To rsvp contact Alex Morgan 202-255-7461 morgan@americansforsocialsecurity.com 


SATURDAY November 19th, 2005 9am-3pm
"Rights, Recovery and Renaissance" presented by 
The Louisiana NAACP and Democracy for America - a day-long event to create 
citizen-driven initiatives to help those severely affected by Hurricanes 
Katrina/Rita.
Southern University Law Center, Baton Rouge, Rooms 129 & 130 
Event speakers include
Congressman Charlie Melancon (Louisiana's 3rd District)
Jim Dean, Chair of Democracy for America
Ernest Johnson, President of the Louisiana NAACP 
For details and registration www.rightsrecovery.com/mc/page.do?sitePageld=24517 
Event Coordinator Monisha Sugan msujan@democracyforamerica.com 802-651-
3200X161 


SOME STATE AND CHARTER SCHOOL INFORMATION:

NOCCA/Riverfront meeting - Tuesday, November 22, 6pm: 
NOCCA|Riverfront Parent Information Night, 
Metairie Academy for Advanced Studies, 201 Metairie Rd., New Orleans
For information about registration, satellite locations, and fields of study 
www.nocca.com

AUDUBON CHARTER School will reopen at 428 Broadway on 3 January. 
Ages 3-8th grade. The Montessori school is now free to return to the Montessori 
curriculum, and the French government oversees the curriculum and hiring for 
the French School. Registration will be November 15 and 16 9am until 3pm. 
For information visit www.auduboncharter.com

BEN FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL re-opening January 17th 
For information please go to www.bfhsa.org

ALGIERS CHARTER SCHOOLS start December 14th, with registration on 
November 28th at the five Algiers Schools chartered. 

LUSHER SCHOOL: Will be opening on January 17, 2006. Please check the website 
periodically for updates. For further information, please feel free to call 
the office between 9:00 a.m. and Noon at 862-5110. www.lusherschool.com 

COMMUNITY: Please update personal information at www.LaRoots.net/feedback.htm 
and to update your email address, please write to LaRoots@cox.net 

Regards,
Deborah

www.LaRoots.net
Alan and Deborah Langhoff
4234-36 Canal Street, Mid-City, New Orleans

