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Re: "Those who seek safety shouldn't be penalized," Your Opinions, Sept. 5.

Debra Mercer of Crossett, Ark., believes she is being penalized for leaving St. Bernard Parish. Ms. Mercer's own fears and suffering are heart-rending.

She now lives in a small Arkansas town nine miles north of the Louisiana state line (a town where tornadoes have killed nine people since 1975). Even though she may still be eligible for some Louisiana Recovery Authority funding, she resents that her decision to leave Louisiana limits her access to the maximum potential LRA grant.

Gov. Kathleen Blanco's Road Home program wisely rewards those who can safely rebuild or resettle somewhere in Louisiana. After all, it's not called the "Hit the Road" program.

There are many who have left permanently. Their decisions should not obscure the conviction of those who choose to return and await LRA funds to rebuild.

Let's avoid any further tweaking of the process, and get this show on the "road home."
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