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Finally, Louisianans are united – everybody’s mad at ICF!  
Legislators sent a strong message in their resolution to terminate the ICF contract, but wouldn’t that bring everything to a grinding halt - cutting off our nose to spite our face?  We need for THIS program to work well for everyone instead of a few, and we’re only a few steps away:  
1) Certified post-Katrina appraisals should be honored at the initial appointment (not just in appeal) and they would help rectify the frequent valuation problems in Orleans that were admitted by ICF last week.  
2) Tendering awards (accepting a check while reserving appeal rights) would get the money flowing rapidly and reduce the number of appeals.  
3) Clarification of assigning Road Home grants/elevation awards to interested buyers will quickly spur reinvestment over blight in those neighborhoods that enjoy an awakening real estate market. The elderly, in particular, want to sell their property privately, but cannot first undertake the repairs themselves, nor should they, when interested buyers are willing to.  
Civic groups have already outlined these and other realistic improvements to the Road Home Program officials, so please implement them now, easy as 1-2-3, and let’s not make a U-turn on the Road Home.
Deborah J. Langhoff
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