With less than 33 hours until the polls close, there appears to be a large number of undecided votes.  If you are one of those, here is a variety of viewpoints to add to the endorsements for Mitch Landrieu from political and civic leaders, and all major local publications, including the Times Picayune, The Louisiana Weekly, City Business,  and Gambit.

First:  If you would like to participate in Election Day campaigning with other LaRoots folks, you can contact us at laroots@cox.net or of course, join The Campaign for phonebanking, canvassing, and visibility by contacting regina@mitchlandrieu.com 

Upcoming Events:  From Madalyn Schenk:  An Election Eve Rally will take place this evening (Friday) from 5:00 - 7:00 at The Foundry, 333 St. Joseph Street hosted by The New Orleans Hospitality Coalition.  This event will also be covered by the press. 
 
The final event is Election Night at the Hilton Hotel where we can watch the election returns together.


NEW ENDORSEMENTS:


Sierra Club endorsement:  

From Jeffrey Thomas, "In addition to having a strong commitment to restore our coast and wetlands, Mitch Landrieu articulates a detailed, realistic plan in which sustainable development and environmentally healthy neighborhoods are cornerstones to rebuilding New Orleans and its economy." Thomas noted Mitch Landrieu's commitment to full disclosure of all health and environmental impacts of the flood, to making New Orleans a southern leader in battling climate change, and to modernizing transportation with expanded streetcar service, regional light rail, and planning better bicycle and pedestrian travel.  
Thomas also noted that Ray Nagin did not respond to the Sierra Club's questionnaire.


From today's New Orleans Agenda:
  
Endorsement of Nagin by Durham Mayor is denied, and statement from Judith Chatters Bell is partially quoted, "I read with complete dismay the article "Mayors weigh in for their fellow mayor" in the May 18, 2006 edition of "The Times-Picayune"  After criticizing the Nagin administration's pre-Katrina performance, she talks then about Landrieu. 
"I don't personally know Landrieu but I do remember his father. As a child growing up in a segregated city, I can remember his father coming to our house to discuss issues that impacted the Black community with my father. His family has a lifetime of commitment to New Orleans. This election is not about race. This election is about who will bring New Orleans and its people back to its rightful place in the national and international community. There is only one choice, Landrieu." 


Joanne Schmidt's editorial comments:

As a former employee in the Mayor's Office of Criminal Justice Coordination under the Nagin Administration, I am supporting Mitch Landrieu for Mayor.  I feel the Mitch will be more effective in reducing the crime rate in New Orleans because he has a better understanding of how the Justice System should function.  You can't only support the police.  You have to support the prosecutors' office and the courts as well.  The system was broken before Katrina and is basically non-existent now.  It will take someone who can bring the players to the table and come to consensus on how to fix it and then take a strong lobbyist to get the funding from the state and federal government to rebuild.  Mitch has the knowledge and skills required to accomplish this.


Vicki Lancaster's forward from Democracy Now's Jeremy Scahill: 
 
"hello all- i wanted to draw your attention to my new expose in the upcoming issue of the nation mag about blackwater security's operations in new orleans...among other things i dug up, the federal government has been paying blackwater--a company founded and staffed by right wing
christian conservatives--$950 per day per guard in new orleans-the company, though, only pays the guards $350 a day...you get the deal...more than $30 million in just 4 months...all of this while the people are told there is no money for reconstruction and other vital projects...hope this finds you well.peace, //Jeremy"


Jerry Siefken's response to biased reporting on News Hour:  

"I was shocked by the bias in tonight's coverage of the New Orleans Mayors runoff.  Ray Suarez interviewed Rob Couhig, the candidate who ran 4th, who then endorsed Nagin, but not Ron Foreman, the candidate who ran 3rd, who endorsed Landrieu.  If you did not know the situation, you would think that Couhig was the only other candidate in the primary (there were a total of 23).    Suarez showed a group of black ministers endorsing Nagin, but did not show or mention the major black ministers who endorsed Landrieu.  Nor did he mention that Landrieu was endorsed by the major black newspaper, the Louisiana Weekly, nor that Landrieu was endorsed by the top black law enforcement officials:  the D.A. and the criminal and the civil sheriffs. Nor did he mention that Landrieu got about the same number of black votes as white votes in the primary...I found this coverage to be the most biased I have seen. I am deeply disappointed in the News Hour."


Wynton Marsalis endorsement:

"Mitch Landrieu comes from a tradition of service. He understands the political process. He also knows the value of New Orleans as a cultural capitol of the world. Mitch has the expertise, the desire and the heart to get us where we need to be. I wholeheartedly endorse Mitch Landrieu for mayor of New Orleans."


From LaRoots:

We supported Ray in 2002 and during the Katrina Disaster, but we hope you join us and "Switch to Mitch."  We know that some people who receive our newsletter want to "stay with Ray" but...
As I heard Ray state that garbage was being collected weekly across New Orleans, I looked in front of our house on Canal Street near Carrollton at a pile of four weeks of uncollected household garbage.
When asked about a rising murder rate, Ray talks about a "flare-up" of crime.  Meanwhile, we're asking the young adults in our family to avoid our favorite spots in the lower Quarter and Marigny because of eyewitness reports of gang rampages, muggings, and assaults.
And when Ray repeatedly refers to murderers as "knuckleheads," I get angry.  "Knuckleheads" forget their homework. "Knuckleheads" kick over garbage cans. "Knuckleheads" watch tv all day.  
To minimize the deeds of the worst among us, those who bring hopelessness, fear, and fatalism to our city by saying "we'll always have a few kuckleheads among us" when responding to a question about the rising murder rate, well, it's thoughtless, heartless, and irresponsible - it's babble with a swagger.  We need more than Ray Nagin is giving us.

Peace, Strength, and Recovery,
Deborah
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