Welcome to the www.LaRoots.net e-bulletin, grassroots networking since March, 2004.

ELECTIONS March 31, 2007

ANNIE SPELL:  LaRoots gladly endorses progressive activist Annie Spell for one of the two Councilmen-At-Large seats in Covington, as does the Louisiana Democratic Party.  Annie is an energetic community advocate, as well as the lone democrat in this race.  http://www.progressiveannie.com/index.aspx 
The candidates listed below, or their supporters, have specifically requested the support of LaRoots membership:

Larry Ferdinand, House of Representatives, District 4, Shreveport

Tiffany Chase, New Orleans Civil District Court Judge http://www.chase4judge.com/ 
Phil Costa, New Orleans Civil District Court Judge

Concerning the House DISTRICT 94 run-off special election between two republicans, Jeb Bruneau and Nick Lorusso, LaRoots has received convincing evidence from supporters of both campaigns that the other campaign has a demonstrated connection to the Smear mailers and emails targeted against me in the primary.  http://electdeborah.com/LCRMSmear.html   No endorsement is made for this election to serve out the remaining term of the District 94 incumbent, Peppi Bruneau. 
New Orleans:

FESTIVAL OF NEIGHBORHOODS at the Superdome, Saturday March 31, 2007

In conjunction with the Home Show (Friday through Sunday), NPN (Neighborhood Partnerships Network) has produced a Festival of Neighborhoods to showcase neighborhood volunteers and non-profits.  UNOP District Plans are available for review from each area of New Orleans and representatives from each planning district are volunteering their time to answer questions.  

The “Deal of the Deals” Forum at 11 am will present suggestions to neighborhood activists about discussing projects with potential developers, and this will be followed by an opportunity to network at the “Deal of the Deals Café” located next to the Festival of Neighborhoods.
The KATRINA FREE TREE GIVEAWAY concludes at the Festival of Neighborhoods on Saturday.  We have fewer than 800 seedlings remaining from the 4000 donated to Orleans Parish during the most recent giveaway.  They have been carefully stored.  Come by our District 5 table in the Festival of Neighborhoods to receive a free seedling.  The Katrina Free Tree Giveaway is the brainchild of Dr. Mark LaSalle to replace the urban canopy destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.  A robust urban tree canopy cleans the air, absorbs rainwater, lowers temperatures in the summer, decreases wind speeds, improves business, and lowers crime rates. Species are black gum, red maple, red oak and bald cypress, which are suggested for planting in our private yards (only) by the National Arbor Day Foundation in coordination with the National Audubon Society and LaRoots. 

FFI: deborahlanghoff@cox.net  

THE RECOVERY PLAN http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-7/117514834113280.xml&coll=1  

Dr Blakely’s initial plan was rolled out over the last several days in meetings with stakeholders of every variety, and finally on the front page of the Times-Picayune.  A similar idea of restoring the weakest communities first was used in Kobe, Japan - where 12 years after the earthquake that wiped out the city and killed 6,000, the city has rebounded with 400,000 more residents than before their tragedy.

With 16 projects tackled simultaneously citywide by the Office of Recovery Management, some neighborhoods are not targeted.  Those neighborhoods can move forward alongside the targeted areas by using other, private funding streams.  

When a spirit of cooperation accompanies leadership, our recovery accelerates. 
LA.ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

Is authorized to investigate, design and construct a 100-year hurricane protection system in New Orleans and is initiating an analysis of the potential impacts to the human environment that may occur if they were to complete this work.  Public meetings with presentations and short Q&A are being held.

Participants are asked to consider what alternatives to the proposed action, as well as what important issues, resources, and/or impacts relative to the project are that the Corps should consider.  These “Scoping Meetings” represent an early and open public process for determining the scope of issues, resources, impacts, and alternatives to be addressed by the Federal agency proposing the action.  

Meetings began at 7pm, Dates and Locations:

April 3, 2007 - Our Lady of Holy Cross College, 4123 Woodland Drive, N.O.
April 4 - 8201 West Judge Perez Road, Chalmette, LA.
April 5 - Jefferson Parish Regional Library 4747 W. Napoleon, Metairie
April 10 - Belle Chasse Auditorium, 8398 Highway 23, Belle Chasse
April 11 -Avalon Hotel & Conference Center,10100 I-10 Service Road N.O.

April 12 - National WWII Museum, 945 Magazine Street, New Orleans

Questions regarding the alternative NEPA arrangements or the Individual
Environmental Reports should be addressed to Mr. Gib Owen, CEMVN-PM-RS, 
and P.O. Box 60267, New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 or at telephone
number (504) 862-1337.  Mr. Owen may be reached via e-mail at
mvnenvironmental@mvn02.usace.army.mil 
GAMBIT Letter to the Editor 3/27/07 http://www.bestofneworleans.com/dispatch/current/letters.php 
Wall of Safety 
”Thank you for your editorial ("Save the Seawall," March 20) on our untouched and crumbling seawall. After enduring hours of presentations on long-range hurricane protection in south Louisiana, I addressed this problem in public comments to the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority-East Board Meeting in Kenner on Jan. 17. After offering a description of the physical deterioration of the seawall area and my concern over the scouring under the roadway, I concluded my comments: "Regardless of the technical levee improvements planned for our community, residents agree that claims that our historic seawall isn't a crucial part of our hurricane protection system sound unbelievable and may in fact be dangerous. I urge you to determine where this responsibility resides so that we can advocate to that body for a solution." 

Many voices are required to influence the Army Corps of Engineers, so I have joined Gambit and others who support the establishment of the 8/29 Commission (http://www.levees.org/commission) and hope all residents, officeholders and candidates will do the same. Deborah Langhoff”
OTHER CITIZEN-LED INITIATIVES:

CRIME:
New Orleans Neighborhood City Walk:  SUNDAY, APRIL 1st
Start 7pm Seal’s Class Act, 2169 Aubry Street, North Miro and St. Bernard, North Miro to Esplanade, Right on Esplanade, Left on Broad, Right on Dumaine, Left at Bayou St John, Left on Toulouse to 

8pm Parkway Tavern, 538 Hagan Avenue, reception with Rebirth Brass Band. Transportation will be provided back to Seal’s between 8 and 9pm
WAR:
Vigil for Peace:  SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 5:00

In Palmer Park at the Intersection of South Carrollton and South Claiborne.  Peace is not a political option.  Irresponsible war threatens to annihilate us, making the UNOP superfluous!  Join the Salon for Civic Action and Pax Christi in a slowly growing community commitment to seek diplomatic, not military, solutions to problems. 

FILLING SPRING WITH MUSIC:  http://www.nojazzfest.com/ 

Peace, strength, and recovery,

Deborah

www.LaRoots.net
www.electDeborah.com
Deborah and Alan Langhoff

4234 Canal Street New Orleans LA 70119

VOLUNTEERS are needed for data input and collation, afternoons M-F 3pm-6pm, 
Mid-City New Orleans.  FFI:  deborahlanghoff@cox.net 
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