For complete Re-Entry details from the City of New Orleans, and suggestions from Mayor Nagin please link to 

http://www.cityofno.com/portal.aspx?portal=1&load=~/PortalModules/ViewPressRelease.ascx&itemid=3154
For parish by parish information, current status, reentry plans and websites, link to http://www.wdsu.com/weather/4907744/detail.html 

For Covington information  www.cityofcovingtonla.com 

Causeway across Lake Pontchartrain re-opens Monday 5am September 19, 2005

I-10 is fully open to all traffic.

Speed limit in New Orleans is 35 mph and all intersections should be treated as 4-way stops because stoplights are not operating.

FROM VARIOUS CITY OFFICIALS:

In a weekend radio interview, former City Health Director, Brobson Lutz reported that he is living in the French Quarter in New Orleans, and he encouraged residents to return to the city as soon as permitted.  Lutz noted that while some homes are devastated, the homes that suffered minimum damage from Katrina are now threatened because residents cannot yet return to open windows and doors and remove the wet soft goods that promote mold growth. 

Lutz encouraged residents to return quickly to mitigate the negative effects of Katrina’s wind and water.  He advised that there have been no outbreaks of disease.  While many others suggest various inoculations, Lutz said that inoculations are not necessary for those beginning routine clean-up of their homes.

New Orleans Councilmen Oliver Thomas and Jay Batt, who represent areas hit hard by Katrina, have separately expressed similar opinions that there will be no wholesale razing of neighborhoods before homeowners can return to access the damage to their property.

Councilwoman Jackie Clarkson, whose district had only minimal damage, said that Algiers is ready to open and can help provide services and support to surrounding areas. She hopes that the French Quarter will be open shortly.

STATE NEWS: www.katrina.louisiana.gov   

To report price gouging please call  the La Attorney General at 1-800-351-4889 or 1-800-488-2770

State Treasurer John Kennedy believes that the substantial funds coming into Louisiana’s recovery effort will be audited best by hiring an independent, national accounting firm.  According to “The Advocate” Kennedy “suggested that the firm work under the supervision of the Legislative Auditor and the governor’s Inspector General to make certain all expenses are properly documented and only benefit people hurt by the storm.”

NOTES on FEMA:

WHERE WERE THE BUSES?  “The Advocate” reported yesterday that in the hours after Hurricane Katrina, FEMA promised Governor Blanco that they were sending 500 buses to transport thousands of stranded New Orleanians, who were being rescued by New Orleans police officers and emergency workers and being brought to higher ground on overpasses and the interstate The buses didn’t appear. The State offered its school buses, but FEMA said no, because they were not air conditioned.  The Governor commandeered the state school buses (and they transported 15,000+ evacuees), but she also made repeated requests to FEMA for more buses.  Governor Blanco realized on Wednesday that FEMA buses had NOT been positioned nearby before the storm, but were days away. Additionally, it appears that at some point the FEMA order for buses was amended to a request for helicopters . Many of those victims waiting for buses on high ground died there waiting for the promised buses that never came. http://2theadvocate.com/stories/091805/new_blanco001.shtml 

Similar stories emerged about needed supplies being turned away at the parish line by FEMA, or physicians and nurses’ offers of help refused, not because of a lack of credentials, but because their names weren’t on FEMA’s list.

FEMA has opened up only 8 of the promised 40 FEMA processing centers statewide.  

Communications in south Louisiana are improving, but still inadequate.

FEMA officials have had two outreach meetings with the State’s Parish Presidents.  In addition to this top-down approach and work at official shelter locations,  we suggest that FEMA should also set up a table, with a FEMA sign, and a staff person with a laptop at every Wal-Mart in the region, with information flyers posted at every Wal-Mart store in the nation.

SALVAGING FLOOD-SUBMERGED FURNITURE: After determining the cost of the article and the sentimental value, a decision concerning the wisdom of repairing instead of discarding furniture can be made, but some general rules apply:

Wood veneered furniture is not usually worth the cost and effort of repair, unless sentimental value is great.  In that case, a professional should repair veneered furniture.

Upholstered furniture may be salvageable after cleaning, drying, and mildew removal, replacing padding when necessary.

If solid wood furniture has been submerged, take the article outside and open all parts for drying.

Clean, with a hose if necessary, and bring it indoors to store where it will slowly dry.  Do not expose the article to prolonged sunlight because this can cause warping.  When thoroughly dried, re-gluing may be necessary.

Wear gloves when working with moldy, flood-damaged furniture.

For other suggestions from the LSU AgCenter, link to http://text.lsuagcenter.com/NR/rdonlyres/F67F6CFE-C7B5-423A-8CA0-C768667DEF0E/2431/pub2527V2.pdf 

For information on mold clean-up go to www.cdc.gov and www.epa.gov and 

http://www.epa.gov/iaq/molds/moldguide.html
BUYING FURNITURE?  Go see John Langhoff at Consignment Interiors, 10404 Coursey Blvd, Baton Rouge, 225-291-0774.  Consignment Interiors invites everyone to shop for NEW furniture needs (like mattresses) at wholesale plus prices, by going to the warehouse of Fraankel Company 10600 S Choctaw Dr, 225-275-8111, M-F 8am-4pm . Pick up directly from them or contact Consignment Interiors to arrange for pickup and delivery.  PLEASE MENTION GUEST CODE #104.

When Senator Barrak Obama was asked about the racial implications of the Katrina disaster, he stated that while poverty and racism were always an issue in America, “The incompetence of the Federal response (to Hurricane Katrina) was color-blind.”

Today in the City of New Orleans, the pear trees have begun blooming and there’s a lot of work to do.

Peace, Strength, and Recovery

Deborah 

Alan and Deborah Langhoff

www.LaRoots.net 

In Baton Rouge 225-241-5182

In New Orleans 504-259-4525

