Welcome again to the www.LaRoots.net email bulletin, a grassroots Louisiana database since March 2004.

GREATER NEW ORLEANS AREA:

GOV. KATHLEEN BABINEAUX BLANCO broke with 125 years of tradition to open the 12-day Special Session of the Louisiana Legislature at the Ernest M Morial Convention Center in New Orleans in an attempt to convey the urgency and scope of the Katrina Disaster problems in New Orleans to the entire legislature.  Those legislators who attended were brought up to date and toured the city.  Others did not attend. Excerpts from her address, her suggestion to block the sale of offshore leases if our share of revenue is not increased to a fair level, and more information from the Times Picayune http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/library-95/1139296559325360.xml?nola
LT. GOV. MITCH LANDRIEU answers tough questions on rebuilding New Orleans on NPR this week.  To listen please link to http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5186871 

Saturday, Feb 11th 8:30am-5pm “PICK UP SOMETHIN’ MISTER” organized through the Office of the Lieutenant Governor, helps to prepare New Orleans for Mardi Gras 2006 with a day of Clean-Up in the French Quarter.  Meet at Jackson Square, Chartres St and St. Peters.  

Volunteers are being organized from several national and statewide organizations through Louisiana REBIRTH, Restoring the Soul of America.  All volunteers are provided with clean-up equipment, a FREE Rebirth T-shirt and snacks and facilities throughout the day . Everyone is invited to become directly involved in the city’s recovery efforts, and enjoy a French Quarter wrap-up reception at the end of the workday.  You can RSVP today 225-342-2038, or ask for Pamela Davis for more information.

LOUISIANA DEMOCRATIC PARTY and its newly elected Chairman Chris Whittington shine a light on the inconsistent positions and flip-flops of freshman Republican congressman from District I, Bobby Jindal, whose recent vacillations on the creation of ONE professional Levee Board undermine the bi-partisan efforts of Governor Blanco and Walter Boasso (R-Chalmette) to settle this most urgent issue.  In a press release from Executive Director Andrew Kroneschusky, Whittington enumerates the on-again off-again views Jindal has promoted in the last several months. For the full story, link to http://www.lademo.org/ht/display/ReleaseDetails/i/737177   

Other recent Party-line votes from Bobby Jindal include:

Bobby Jindal voted YES on cuts to Medicaid, Medicare, agriculture, employee pensions, conservation, and student loans. Bobby Jindal voted YES to torture. And now Bobby Jindal can’t decide if he’s for one levee board or not.

Please contact your state representatives and senators and ask that they support ONE professional Levee Board for Louisiana – Contact information http://www.sec.state.la.us/cominq.htm 

Saturday, Feb 11th BROADMOOR & FOUNTAINEBLEAU CLEAN-UP 9am-1pm Meet at Nashville and Fountainebleau and bring gloves, clippers, garbage bags, brooms.  After-party at Napoleon & Rocheblave.

FFI 504-231-8214

Sunday Feb 12 BANKROFT PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MEETING 1pm-3pm Prudential Gardner office 4509 Veterans Blvd.  FFI charlotte@klasson.cx. 

VOLUNTEER for Democrats in Blue Jeans by emailing Vicki Lancaster at vlanc@bellsouth.net
NEW ORLEANS VOTING RIGHTS:  The League of Women Voters has a concise information sheet that was forwarded by Ina Davis, and it contains details of where and how to Register for the Orleans Parish elections, what address to use, early and absentee voting, and other details of insuring the widest possible participation in this election. For detailed information, http://www.lwvno.org/elections.html 

LAFAYETTE:

From MIKE STAGG, a notice that Michael Stipe of R.E.M. and some of his friends have issued an EP on Apple’s iTunes Music Store to benefit Katrina recovery and to keep the fate of New Orleans and its residents in the public consciousness.  ALL money goes to Katrina relief through a foundation that Stipe has created. “IN THE SUN, Michael Stipe and Special Guests sing for Gulf Coast Relief” was released on February 5th.  Check it out.

Louisiana  Recovery Authority February 13-Feb. 19 South Acadiana Corridor Charrette, Rip Van Winkle Gardens, 5505 Rip Van Winkle Road, New Iberia.  Public is welcome anytime between 9am-6pm but is encouraged to attend the Opening on Monday at 7pm, the pin-up and design review Wednesday at 5:30pm and the Closing Sunday 2pm.  http://www.louisianaspeaks.org/vision.html
BATON ROUGE:

CINDY SHEEHAN, American Gold Star Mother and Peace Activist, joins the 3rd Annual Candlelight Memorial for the Fallen in Iraq on Sunday, February 12, 4:30pm, at the Unitarian Church, 8470 Goodwood Blvd.  Candlelight Vigil for Peace, 6pm, sponsored by the Bienville House Center for Peace and Justice, the Coalition Against War and Injustice, the Social Concerns Committee of the Unitarian Church, and Veterans for Peace. 

LOUISIANA RECOVERY AUTHORITY Task Force Meetings: 

For a list of agendas, please link to http://www.lra.louisiana.gov/events.html 

All meetings are in Baton Rouge.

Friday Feb 10, 9am-12pm, Education

Galvez Bldg, 602 N 5th St., Oliver Pollack Room

Monday Feb 13, 1:30pm-4:30pm, Human Services

State Capitol, Governors Press Room, 4th Floor

Tuesday, Feb 14, 1:30pm-3pm, Environmental

Galvez Bldg, 602 N 5th St, Natchez Room

Wednesday, Feb 15, 2pm-4pm, Public Health & Health Care

House Committee Room1, State Capitol

LAKE CHARLES:  

GOVERNOR BLANCO’S LRA MEETING is Monday February 20th 9am .  Meeting will be held in the Contraband Room of the Lake Charles Civic Center, 900 Lakeshore Drive, Lake Charles. This was originally scheduled for February 16th but was rescheduled due to the Special Session 

LOUISIANA SPEAKS CHARRETTES ongoing in Lake Charles this week February 6-February 11 Lake Charles Charrette, Lakefront Hotel Ballroom, 505 N Lakeshore Drive.  Closing activities Saturday Feb. 11th at 3:30pm http://www.louisianaspeaks.org/vision.html
COASTAL RESTORATION:  Updated information on Coastal Restoration can be found on Parishes Against Coastal Erosion (P.A.C.E.) at www.paceonline.org  

NATIONAL INITIATIVES

GOOD NEWS:  Apparently the word “Katrina” doesn’t poll well, and it almost dropped out of site for a moment or two, but good people know the right thing to do, and the word “Katrina” is again being spotted in press releases and calls to action by national leadership.  Activists outside of Louisiana must keep the pressure on for a responsible and thoughtful federal response, instead of the brick wall that is the Bush Administration.  

Senator John Kerry, in his latest letter to supporters, mentioned the Katrina disaster as his leading example of the Republican Administration’s incompetence, corruption, and failures.  To receive his updates, please go to www.johnkerry.com
Senator Hillary Clinton spoke at today’s ACORN rally in Washington DC and even the MoveOn.org folks have begun adding our treatment to their list of failures by the Bush Administration http://www.moveon.org/lte/index.html?lte_campaign_id=45&&id=6818-5587409-IigmJHFYj9qSs31dGszpnA&t=3
SUPPORT THE TROOPS, SEND THEM TO CONGRESS!   The new IAVA PAC is dedicated to sending Iraq and Afghanistan veterans to Congress.   http://www.iavapac.org 

Regards,

Deborah

www.LaRoots.net
Alan and Deborah Langhoff

4234 Canal Street New Orleans
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