TODAY'S NEWS FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT:

NO BAKER BILL?   Administration officials claim that federal grants already awarded 
will be "sufficient" to address the needs of homeowners in devastated areas.  While over 
217,241 homes were flooded, the Administration claims that the 20,000 uninsured who 
were not eligible to participate in the flood insurance program (because they were not in a 
flood plain) should be the recipients of the federal grants..   

For Mike Stagg's response http://lafayettedemocrats.blogspot.com/2006/01/bush-to-
storm-damaged-homeowners-drop.html 


CDBG for LOUISIANA:   Louisiana is slated to receive 54% of the Community 
Development Block Grants from the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, even though Louisiana had 3 times more housing units destroyed than any 
other state, according to LRA Exec.Dir.Andy Kopplin  


GAG ORDER:  Senate investigation into the Federal response to the Katrina Disaster is 
stymied.  According to Senator Joe Lieberman, FEMA attorneys are advising federal 
officials including former director Michael Brown not to reveal the substance of any 
conversation with the President, Vice President, or "comment on the substance of 
conversations" with high-level White House officials.   From the Times-Picayune 
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-4/1138202769122050.xml   


FEMA's DELAY in releasing a new FEMA maps is hampering homeowners who may 
have the funds to begin to rebuild.  Many wonder if it's wise to take action before FEMA 
preliminary plans are released in late spring and finalized in late summer.  After new 
guidelines are in place, they will likely present a benchmark required to qualify for 
affordable insurance or other financial assistance.   Governor Blanco said this is "causing 
a tremendous amount of paralysis,"
http://www.nola.com/newsflash/louisiana/index.ssf?/base/news-
22/1138153462311290.xml&storylist=louisiana 


FEMA TRAILER FAILURE:  
Trailer cost to taxpayers (18-mo life cycle)           $59,800 each
Total trailer costs (installation, maintenance, etc)   $76,800 each
Usual retail trailer cost on the open market            $20,000 each

If  FEMA offered homeowners $60,000 housing grant instead, then we could buy a trailer 
for $20,000 and have $40,000 left over to begin repairs on our homes.  OR

If FEMA offered the same cash over 18 months, hurricane victims would have $3,322 per 
month, enough to rent palatial digs, even in the current rental market.  Data gathered from 
FEMA spokesmen by Times-Picayune staff writer James Varney.  Some private sources 
believe the per trailer costs to be much higher.  According to current federal regulations, 
FEMA cash disbursements cannot exceed $26,000 per family.


NEW ORLEANS VOTING RIGHTS:

Secretary of State Al Ater asks residents of Orleans Parish not to change their registration 
and warned that those who register outside Orleans Parish will be taken off of the city 
rolls.  The April 22nd election will include the Mayor's office, that of seven City Council 
members, Criminal Sheriff, Civil Sheriff, Criminal Court Clerk, Civil Court Clerk, 
Coroner, and 7 Assessors.  These officials will lead the rebuilding of New Orleans.

If you cannot vote in Orleans Parish, the process for absentee balloting is

1 - Request absentee ballot 
 FFI:  http://www.sec.state.la.us/elections/elect-before.htm 
 Mr.Ater will mail letters to those on FEMA's list with a return form that registered 
voters can send in to request a ballot.

2 - The Orleans Registrar of Voters will mail out a ballot, after confirming eligibility.

3 - The voter fills out the ballot and mails it in before the deadline
Due to mail issues in Orleans, all mailings will be made to and from Baton Rouge.


LOYOLA SERIES  "After the Storm: Four Nights of Conversation on Post-Katrina New 
Orleans," is free and open to the public. All sessions will be held on Thursdays at 7 p.m. 
in Nunemaker Auditorium, in Monroe Hall on Calhoun St near St. Charles Avenue.  

Thursday January 26th  "New Orleans Culture: How Can It Be Saved?," will feature John 
Biguenet, a Loyola English professor; New Orleans musician Eddie Bo; Michael 
Crutcher, a University of Kentucky professor whose specialty is black New Orleans 
marching clubs; Lolis Eric Elie, a Times-Picayune columnist; W. Kenneth Holditch, a 
former professor at the University of New Orleans; Alecia Long, an author whose books 
include "The Great Southern Babylon: Sex, Race and Respectability in New Orleans"; 
and Susan Spicer, the chef and owner of Bayona Restaurant. Mark Fernandez, an 
associate professor of history at Loyola, will be the moderator.  


STATE OF THE UNION Watch Parties -   Tuesday, January 31st  7pm  
B.Y.O.L. Bring Your Own Lawn-chair but the electricity is turned on now and the TV 
will be too.  We're tuning in for the State of the Union Address to see if it jives with our 
perspective in the State of Louisiana.  Let's get some locally generated talking points and 
respond with Letters to the Editor again.   Watch parties are organized through 
www.democrats.org and you can sign up there, but you needn't rsvp to attend.  

Time & Place:  7pm at www.LaRoots offices 4234 Canal Street, near Hennessey, 
a traditional double, blue naturally.  Light refreshments will be served along with 
refreshing new organizational information. FFI: deborahlanghoff@cox.net


BATON ROUGE:

BREAKFAST RECEPTION with James Carville, Saturday January 28 10am 
Shaw Center for the Arts, 100 Lafayette Street 4th Floor Baton Rouge, $50 rsvp to 
Michelle Brister 225-336-4155, and join us at the open meeting to elect a new chairman 
for the Louisiana Democratic Party.

RALLY Monday Feb 6th organized by non-partisan Citizens for 1 Greater New Orleans
Bus transportation $10 per person, reservations are required.
Information must be picked up on Thursday Feb 2 from 9am-1pm and 4-7pm at
St Charles Ave Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall, 1545 State St at St Charles.


From Senator John Kerry:
OPEN LETTER to all United States Senators Urging a vote against the nomination 
http://www.johnkerry.com/action/alito/ 


Regards,
Deborah


M E M B E R     C O N T R I B U T I O N      S E C T I O N
Suggested letter to Senators from LaRoots member E.Sheehy 

"Dear Senator -----, 
 
Right now I am VERY unhappy with the Democratic Party. The Supreme Court is about 
to be turned over to the Taliban-West (AKA the religious right) without a fight. This is a 
crisis of the gravest magnitude. Alito must be stopped. Why isn't the Democratic Party 
resisting? Why are we afraid of a filibuster?  
 
George Bush, he is petty, a cruel, self-absorbed hypocritical liar who does not cares one 
bit about the citizens of our Nation, and he cares even less about the environment. In 
addition to his gross incompetence, starting a war under false pretenses, desecration of 
our Constitution, and his use of torture, he is a criminal. His illegal spying on our citizens 
is a felony. The Republicans harassed Clinton over an affair that should have been of 
interest only to his wife. What more are we waiting for? George Bush and his crew must 
be stopped. Why isn't the Democratic Party calling for impeachment? 
 
Our country today is much like Germany was in 1937 or 1938. For God's sake Harry 
please try and wake up the Party before it is too late!"


To submit information to our Member Contribution Section, please email 
deborahlanghoff@cox.net or laroots@cox.net

To add contacts or change LaRoots data http://www.LaRoots.net/feedback.htm     
 
Previous bulletins ("cancel" for password) 
http://www.LaRoots.net/previous_newsletters.htm  
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