NEW ORLEANS:  

SAT. MARCH 17  - KATRINA TREE GIVEAWAY CONTINUES

18,000 more seedlings come to the Gulf Coast, 8,000 seedlings for Orleans
Come to the Carrollton Avenue Sav-A-Center on Saturday from 9am to Noon to receive up to 5 seedlings for planting on private property.  Following last November’s successful giveaway of 1,100 trees, more seedlings will be distributed from Sav-A-Centers in Mandeville, Metairie, Slidell, and in New Orleans on Carrollton Avenue in Mid-City.  Bald Cypress, Red Maple, Red Oak and Black Gum bare-root seedlings are hardy native species selected for this program conducted by Dr. Mark LaSalle of Mississippi Audubon in conjunction with the National Audubon Society and the National Arbor Day Foundation, which has now brought close to 66,000 seedlings to the Gulf Coast post-Katrina. To see photos of our last Giveaway http://laroots.net/nature_speaks.htm 
Operation Backyard Recovery http://www.msaudubon.org/.

To contribute to the Katrina Tree Recovery Campaign, The National Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410, or online at www.arborday.org/Katrina.

Dr. LaSalle at 228/475-0825 or mlasalle@audubon.org
For information on Orleans distribution deborahlanghoff@cox.net 

MID-CITY TOWN HALL MEETING with Mayor Nagin and Councilmember Midura, 10am to Noon, Saturday March 17, Jesuit High School, Banks Street, New Orleans.

LA HOUSE DISTRICT 94 – New Orleans, Lake to Mid-City
From Deborah…Following my loss by 89 votes in the election for La House District 94, I wanted to set the record straight as we all move forward.


When I began my campaign, I was organizing for an October 2007 election.  The way the March Special Election was maneuvered may have influenced why other candidates entered this race.  While it influenced how I ran my campaign, it was not why I joined the race. I ran to bring an experienced community voice and a citizen legislator to the capitol. 

In short order, our team included about 100 volunteers, 35 working directly in neighborhoods. The campaign received 144 individual contributions.   I was the only candidate who received votes in all 53 precincts, and I received 58% of the absentee vote. My supporters and volunteers have my undying thanks. 


I want to address a few of the distortions that were disseminated by some of my opponents in the race and paid for by the Louisiana Committee for a Republican Majority:

I did not say or write "I loathe Bobby Jindal" at any time.  Congressman Jindal is an accomplished, hard-working public servant on the national political stage, and I would look forward to working with him in my role as a civic advocate or as a state representative.   

 

I am not a blogger called  "LouisianaGirl"  - I don’t blog at all, but I’ve been promising myself to start.  Although I am occasionally outspoken, I sign Deborah to everything.

The only "national organization" that I know about representing, and I do so humbly, is the national advisory board of Catholic Democrats – but we don’t think of ourselves as a terribly "extreme" group. 

I have never met with Governor Blanco, and I do not know Gov. Howard Dean, although I spoke with him once by telephone on November 17, 2005.  I requested that he do everything in his power to spotlight the Katrina crisis in New Orleans.  

 

 I make no apologies about being a Democratic candidate, or volunteering for other Democratic candidates.  Political campaigns are hard-hitting, but my record as an advocate for District 94 is not a partisan one, and since Katrina my non-partisan community recovery work overshadows everything else. 

Because both remaining Republican candidates benefited from the distortions in the flyers sent out by the "Louisiana Committee for a Republican Majority," do not expect endorsements from me for either Mr. Bruneau or Mr. Lorusso.  I trust that I will work across party lines with whichever gentleman is the victor during the upcoming April legislative session for the benefit of our community. 
Next weekend Alan and I will attend d2d in Lafayette  http://www.louisianad2d.us/ (Friday-Saturday March 23 & 24) where a new topic has been added to the agenda on how to deflate the LCRM tactic of personal smear.   

Because of my strong polling in a “securely republican” seat, the final two days of my race saw “the Louisiana branch of the Swiftboat wing of the Republican Party rolled into action.”  Mike Stagg continues his view on the race, “the Louisiana Committee for a Republican Majority sprang into action, putting together a two-piece direct mail campaign that smeared Deborah, distorted the nature of her campaign, and recast this great civic champion and great Democrat as some wild-eyed creation of evil bloggers.
You can view the two pieces here: http://www.electdeborah.com/LCRMSmear.html
While I was certainly disappointed in the results of the campaign (Deborah missed the run-off by 89 votes), there may be a silver lining to this outcome. It is that the Louisiana Committee for a Republican Majority (co-founded by Swiftboat Veterans for Truth funder Bob Perry of Houston, TX, to the tune of $100,000) has shown its hand.

Democrats need to get organized and develop strategies for this fall's elections — particularly those for the two houses of the Legislature.  That's why I'm urging each of you on this list to attend the d2d Conference in Lafayette on Saturday, March 24.”

In District 94, I will continue to represent neighborhood perspectives in recovery issues, I will work to increase voter registration, and I will work to insure that all voters in District 94 have free and easy access to clearly marked polls from 6am until 8pm, and that voters understand exactly where each precinct votes.  

Thank you again, to everyone who stands with me to bring a hopeful future to our devastated community, equity to our recovery, and neighborhood voices to Baton Rouge. 

Peace, strength, and recovery,

Deborah

504-259-4525

Deborah and Alan Langhoff

www.LaRoots.net
www.electDeborah.com 

4234 Canal Street New Orleans 70119

