THURS MARCH 11th, 2007 ENOUGH! Stop the Violence March and Rally in New Orleans – Meet at 11am at Canal Street and the River, 11:30am, March from Canal to Tchoupitoulas, to Poydras to City Hall for a Rally at Noon. March organizers ask that participants respect Police request that all Marchers follow the approved route and abandon plans to march from individual neighborhoods.  Marchers are also requested to offer silent memorial to those lost to violent crimes during the last blocks of the march.

Excuses for the climbing murder rate run the gamut, but it is the deaths of two artists that moves an entire community to say “Enough!”  

Dinerral “Dick” Shavers was a New Orleanian by birth who was the drummer for the Hot 8 Brass Band.  Helen Hill was a New Orleanian by choice, a wife, a new mother, and filmmaker.  Both returned to the City to teach, to create and to lead our recovery.  

WESTLAKE LA The newly elected mayor of Westlake, Gerald Washington’s death was ruled a suicide, but his family fears otherwise http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/nation/16372331.htm 
POLITICS:
LOUISIANA COMMITTEE FOR A REPUBLICAN MAJORITY 
Mike Stagg’s blog entry on December 26th entitled Republican Slime Machine Starts Louisiana Franchise http://lafayettedemocrats.blogspot.com/2006_12_01_archive.html revealed details on this PAC, whose stated target is the Louisiana legislature. Bob “Swiftboat” Perry from Texas and urban developer Joe Canizaro are prime contributors to this cause according to an article in the Baton Rouge Advocate http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/5006971.html 

The goal in Louisiana, as it was in Texas, is to take over the state legislature in order to redraw the Congressional districts to the detriment of democratic officeholders.
Louisiana d2d 

SATURDAY, MARCH 24, Clifton Chenier Center, Lafayette

Save the date to attend this event developed by a lose coalition of Democratic friends called Democrats for a New Louisiana.  We’re seeking national speakers who can help us begin to set an agenda for the 2007 state elections to serve as a rallying point for Democratic candidates in those races. This event is not tied to any campaign of any candidate for office.
PLANNING:
For information about planning initiatives where LaRoots representatives have participated please email deborahlanghoff@cox.net or visit www.LaRoots.net/road_home_info.htm 

From Deborah Langhoff…

LAND USE and DISPOSITION moves to the fore as a pressing issue facing our community.  Discussions developed during the past year in the District 5 Neighborhood Steering Committee, its Housing Team, and more recently leading CHAT’s land use committee are now extending to members of the UNOP planning teams, the CSO board, the LRA board, the Road Home Corporation board, and of late, two representatives of the Mayor’s office and two NORA members.  These entities are charged with working together for the equitable and effective rebuilding of our City.
Our suggestions are outlined:
1. Homeowners believed that the Road Home Program funds were designed to address uncompensated homeowner losses, and assumed that sales from the proceeds of buyout properties would be used to continue to address still uncompensated losses with secondary grants and expanded qualifying guidelines, which could include contents compensation for renters.   
2. If that assumption does not proceed, we recognize that currently – among some, there is fear that those with clout will get more than their fair share of resources, and fear of who determines which areas of the city demonstrate having “the greatest need.” 

To alleviate these fears and as a signal of fairness, we ask for earmarking Road Home buyout assets (both funds and land disposition decisions) to their “planning district of origin” - that is to say that money derived from the sale of property in one of the 13 planning districts should be spent in that district on earmarked projects already prioritized in neighborhoods through the planning processes of the past year.  
3. NORA and Dr. Blakely will need to address four different types of blighted and abandoned property in the City including:
Extensive “big box” inactive/abandoned commercial tracts

NORA’s pre-Katrina blighted housing backlog of more than 20,000 properties

Katrina-damaged housing stock that is not participating in the Road Home program, and

Properties that qualified for an Option #3 Buyout from the Road Home Corporation.
Our suggested geographic bundling and fund-allocation by planning district refers primarily to those properties in the fourth category listed.  Some de-centralization of our community efforts can help balance the needs of the whole city with those of a unique neighborhood. We can avoid the stinging insult that would occur if the Road Home buyout assets are used to modernize a different area of town.
4. The “next door neighbor” incentive can quickly offer a property acquired by Road Home Corporation to either or both of its next door neighbors at nominal cost.  A limit could be set to the number of properties acquired in this way (2? 4?) by an individual homeowner.  This immediately removes both maintenance and blight of the property from government’s responsibility.
5. Land-use decisions made at the planning district level can include public set-asides for public use, use by public servants, non-profits, and some districts may encourage developing green space.  This wisdom currently resides in our neighborhoods.

6.  Creation of CDC’s and/or District Advisory Committees, decided by planning district, promotes a rebuilding approach that is more sensitive than one citywide approach, and more customized to each district’s needs and desires.  
This year’s planning committees have revealed that “one size does not fit all” - some neighborhoods want widespread demolitions and landscaping while others urge quick rehab of existing doubles to create mixed-income, mixed-use housing, New Orleans style. 
7. Bundled properties should be offered first at the planning district level, which decide what type of development will occur.
8. Judicious use of public auction can offer opportunities for widespread participation in rebuilding.

9.  Citizens must define zoning regulations (that must be enforced) in order to ensure that needs and desires are met.

10.  NORA can demonstrate techniques on the City’s existing stock of pre-Katrina blight and commercial pieces and by building a tract record, it will develop the confidence of the citizens it serves.

Devastated New Orleans neighborhoods do not want to see the dollars produced by their homes spent to fill potholes elsewhere.  Similarly, New Orleans does not want to see “excess” LRA funds put in the general fund and spent statewide.  Less affected areas of Louisiana have incurred some difficulty because of the Storms of ’05, but they have also enjoyed increased industry and higher sales tax revenues.  Recovery money should be tied to damage at every level and needs are so great that  “excess” funds indicate insufficient allocation.

Deborah Langhoff, 

participating member in
District 5 Neighborhood Recovery Steering Committee

District 5 Housing Team

CHAT Land Use Committee

District 6 Housing Committee
Now, From the Planners…
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Between January 22 and February 10, 2007, the citizens of Louisiana will have the opportunity to weigh in on variety of options that will set the direction for South Louisiana's recovery and future prosperity. The Louisiana Speaks long-range regional planning initiative will implement a public polling process to get citizens' voices on South Louisiana's plans for coastal restoration and protection, community growth and transportation, safety and economic development. 
On January 24th (7:00 pm), 26th (7:00 pm) and 28th (4:00 pm), Louisiana's citizens will be able to view a special Louisiana Speaks program, which will air on Louisiana Public Broadcast (LPB) stations across the state, to learn about the Louisiana Speaks options. The program will also feature a soon to be announced toll free number and a website address www.LouisianaSpeaks.org/planning for citizens to either call in their choices or visit the website to weigh in online.

FUN:

SATURDAY January 27 QUEENS BALL, Maple Leaf Bar, Oak Street.

Music by Johnny Sketch and the Dirty Notes and Kids these Days begins at 8:30pm with a second line tumble between bands.  Event hosted by Queen Rodentia II, Queen of Dreux XXIII and Queens of Kosmic Debris, MOMS, and O.A.K. Costumes suggested, everyone’s opportunity to be a Queen!

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS, Saturday Night:

Our recovery is driven every day by the efforts and sacrifice of individuals who are answering their hearts' call to rebuild - it's hard work.  That the Saints are as dedicated as our other citizens are and as focused on building a new city presents a reward to us all, a chance to come together, to laugh, to hope and to win - knowing that, as in football, our job is not over, and next week is a new challenge that we can face as a team.
                                                                                                
Happy New Year to all,
Deborah and Alan
www.LaRoots.net
Deborah and Alan Langhoff

4234 Canal Street New Orleans
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