
Dear Friends and Fellow Activists,

Alan and I hope your families are out of harm's way today. Our family is, like 
so many, safe but scattered - lucky, but stricken. Our home in lakefront New 
Orleans is underwater.

We wholeheartedly agree with Governor Blanco that House Speaker Dennis 
Hastert's suggestion that New Orleans should not be rebuilt is a shocking 
insult that demands an immediate apology. New Orleans is older than the United 
States Constitution. Hastert launched a cowardly attack on people occupied 
with issues of survival, unable to defend ourselves. 

Alan and I urge those Louisianans outside of the immediate area of Katrina's 
impact to spend extra hours on the internet, extra time on the telephone, to 
speak for us all, to help us defend our city and our state from these attacks. 
Hastert is in a position to block legislation that will help us, and planting 
this idea by Republican leadership is destructive by itself.

TO THOSE WHO SAY THAT PEOPLE LIVING NEAR THE COAST MUST PAY THE PRICE,
I say that 280 years ago, when our family moved here, New Orleans wasn't that 
near the coast.

TO THOSE WHO SAY THAT "HELP IS COMING" -
I say that our National Guard should be here in Louisiana, instead of in Iraq.
Only 8 people were evacuated out of Charity Hospital on Thursday.
Our doctors and nurses who stayed to care for patients are now out of supplies 
themselves.

TO THOSE UPSET ABOUT HIGH GASOLINE PRICES, 
You will also feel Louisiana's losses at the coffee shop, in seafood 
restaurants nationwide, and in our nation's joie de vie.

TO THE NEWS STATIONS,
If you must use video multiple times, please date it. Has anyone told you that 
events become magnified when broadcasted repeatedly? After 24 hours any reused 
clip becomes "file footage" and reusing that clip can distort the current 
situation. Date and time stamping creates clearer journalism.

TO BUSINESS FOLKS WHO ARE GLEEFUL OVER NEWLY-SWOLLEN COMMISSIONS AND SALES,
I suggest sensitivity training or a Psych I course at LSU.

TO DENNIS HASTERT,
Does Chicago want to be the new birthplace of Jazz? Is that what's behind this 
attack?

TO THOSE WHO ARE BUYING UP RENTAL PROPERTIES TO CHARGE EVACUEES HIGHER RENTS,
You can imagine what I say.

TO COLLEGES WHO WANT TO HELP,
Put your money in scholarships, including some ear-marked for middle class 
students displaced by Katrina, who may not usually be eligible for need-based 
aid.

TO EVERYONE RECEIVING LaRoots emails...
Pardon the strident tone. This is our personal perspective, as hurricane 
victims, but we're glad to include your perspective. Feel free to send us 
information you would like to convey at this time to other LaRooters, across 
the south. We want to rebuild, we want to work, we will rebound.

TO THOSE WHO CALL OUR FAMILY "HOMELESS" 
I say, we have a home, it is the City of New Orleans in the State of 
Louisiana. Like us, our ancestors were "evacuees"... from Acadie, from 
Germany, from the Canary Islands, and as soon as we can get to our small 
building on Canal Street near Hennessey, we'll hang our shingle again.

Thank you to 

Mayor Ray Nagin, Gov Blanco, and the US Weather Service for urging us to 
evacuate and saving our lives

Senator Mary Landrieu for her leadership after the storm

Lt Gov Mitch Landrieu for the most accurate descriptions of aerial video

Former Mayor Sidney Barthelemy for his impassioned plea for help

Former Senator John Breaux for reminding everyone that this tragedy was 
anticipated, and the remedies were unfunded.

Rev Jesse Jackson for shining a national light on our crisis

To Tina Thompson for surfacing the Hastert article

To the lady at Wal-Mart who didn't make us wait in line a second time

To our dear friend for tonight's great home-cooked dinner 

To all officials working for the public good.

Look at your house www.wafb.com 

Find your relatives www.nola.com 

Small business assistance 1-800-362-FEMA

On a personal note, we wish to stay and help rebuild the city that we love, but 
have been unable thus far to rent housing in this area. Please let us know if 
you can help us locate available accommodations. 

Please contact us on our new Baton Rouge cellphone at 225-241-5182 or at 
deborahlanghoff@cox.net 


Peace, Strength, and Recovery,

Deborah and Alan Langhoff
Erica and Brian in Louisiana 
Megan Langhoff in NYC 
c/o Fordham University Lincoln Center



