Welcome again to the LaRoots.net email bulletin and Louisiana grassroots 
database that began as KerryRoots.com in March of 2004. With displaced 
Louisiana citizens evacuated to 44 different states, please consider taking a 
moment to update your information online at www.LaRoots.net by clicking Join 
Here. For security reasons, emails must be changed by us.

NEW ORLEANS: 

Saturday November 5th 9am-noon
From the new internet daily LaFete.com: The New Orleans Food and Farm Networks 
sponsors a "Grow the Green" winter rye grass seed giveaway at Laughing Buddha 
Nursery 4516 Clearview Pkwy and corner Walmsly and Carrollton Avenue. New 
Orleans is greening up.

BATON ROUGE ACTION FRIDAY: 
Louisiana has never needed the safety net of social programs more than at this 
time, and Congressman Baker from Baton Rouge will hear from those who oppose 
his support of the Bush Administration's plans cuts to Food Stamps ($844 
million), student loans ($14.3 billion), Medicaid ($10 billion) and child 
support ($4.9 billion). Bush's "Robin Hood in Reverse" policies will enact $70 
billion in tax cuts for the wealthy. 
To seek to replace corporate greed with compassion and competence in our 
federal government, join organizers in two protests: 

Friday, November 4th 2pm-4pm Car caravans begin and end at Baker's office, 
which is at 5555 Hilton Avenue off of Corporate Avenue near the Marriott. 
Rally at 4pm.
Wednesday, November 9th 12:30pm Rally 5555 Hilton Avenue, Baton Rouge
FFI: Alex Morgan 202-255-7461 morgan@americansforsocialsecurity.com or www.
actnow.org 

WASHINGTON: 
On tax cuts for the top 2%: Sign Senator John Kerry's "Don't You Dare" petition to Congressional leadership http://www.johnkerry.com/petition/taxcuts.php 
Speaking of Competency: Rep. Charlie Melancon revealed emails that provide a glimpse into FEMA's initial response to Katrina. Perhaps the Bush Administration appointees should be able to perform their duties instead of being told to roll up their shirtsleeves during the crisis so that they LOOK like they're working. For details and analysis http://www.melancon.house.gov/# 
In a Senate Hearing on New Orleans Levee failures, a panel of engineers stated 
that while some levees may have been topped by Katrina waters, most of the 
flooding of New Orleans was man-made, not a natural disaster. Failures in 
design and execution of the designs are responsible for the levee breaches and 
the unprecedented destruction of the City. For video clips www.nola.com click 
Engineers testify...

OTHER PERSPECTIVES: Taking offense at comments by Gov Jeb Bush and because of 
numerous comparisons between our Louisiana experiences and circumstances in 
Florida or New York City, below is a list gathered from several sources that 
underscores the extent of the Katrina disaster compared to other hurricanes, 
including 1992's Florida Hurricane Andrew, formerly considered America's most 
destructive. All disasters are horrible, all hurricanes frightening, and each 
death is a tragedy in that family. Every effort to present an accurate picture 
was made, however one consistent problem has been an inability to nail down 
firm numbers. No statistics could be found for those still missing since 
Katrina, or those who died after evacuation to other areas.

Katrina 1,302 lives lost
Rita 119 lives lost (6 directly)
Wilma 47 lives lost (21 directly)
Andrew 65 lives lost (26 directly)

Katrina 250,000 to 350,000 homes destroyed 
Rita 10,000 homes destroyed
Wilma 150 homes destroyed
Andrew 25,000 homes destroyed

Katrina $130,000,000,000 projected
Rita 8,000,000,000 
Wilma 15,000,000,000 
Andrew 25,000,000,000 

Katrina disaster assistance from Feds lowers to 75% after November 26
Andrew disaster assistance from Feds was 100%
September 11th disaster assistance from Feds was 100%

Katrina SBA loan approval rate: 1.6%
Over 500,000 out of work
Customary SBA loan approval rate: 40-55% 

From the Louisiana Recovery Authority http://www.louisianahelp.org/ the news of passage of an Amendment to the Budget Reconciliation Act that provides $1.2 billion for Coastal Restoration efforts in the Gulf States.

LEVEES must be restored to protect NEW ORLEANS and south Louisiana.
Estimated cost of protecting south Louisiana from Category 5 storms $18 billion 
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/washington/index.ssf?/base/news-1/113030671322200.xml 

IRAQ: Cost of the Iraq War, 2000+ American casualties, countless Iraqi deaths, and over $200 billion and counting http://costofwar.com/index.html 
Call to withdraw American troops from Iraq by going to www.JohnKerry.com 
Help Air the Truth about the Iraq War http://www.democracyforamerica.com/ 

CHILDREN: 
Senator Mary Landrieu participated with Senators Kennedy and Enzi in a bi-partisan compromise that provides $1.6 billion to school systems nationwide who are educating the 226,000 students displaced by Katrina. Providing for the educational needs of these children is one component in what should be the Federal leadership in Katrina recovery. http://landrieu.senate.gov/hurricanes/education.cfm 
Volunteer in public schools!

Our children, to varying degrees, have experienced loss of family, homes, schools, friends, churches, culture, and communities. To help them cope and heal, access information from the NYU Child Study Center http://www.aboutourkids.org/aboutour/articles/katrina_main.html 

TARGET: 
Target does not support having valid prescriptions for birth control, including 
emergency contraception, filled in-store without discrimination or delay. For 
information about talking with them
http://www.ppaction.org/campaign/fillmypillsnow_target/wnb58si2a5i77nw?

NAACP: 
The NAACP Disaster Relief Command Center has opened in Baton Rouge and is 
manned by New Orleans Branch President Danatus King. The center is located at 
1002 Florida Blvd and is open from 10am-4pm. The Louisiana Conference of the 
NAACP will be held in Thibodaux on December 3rd. FFI: Annie Spell at 
2spells@bellsouth.net 

TOURISM:
Mardi Gras is February 28, 2006, and
Restaurants are open now http://www.nomenu.com/RestaurantsOpen.html 
Air is good. Soil is good. Water is good. Shrimp are good. Oysters are really 
good. 
Hibernia Bank started a nationwide campaign FFI: http://www.rejazzneworleans.org/ 
Curfew further shrinks to 2am to 6am in areas west of the Industrial Canal.
City Information 1-877-286-6431 www.cityofno.com 

Hope to see you soon!

Peace, strength, recovery,
Deborah

www.LaRoots.net
Alan and Deborah Langhoff
4234-36 Canal Street, New Orleans

www.rejazzneworleans.org
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