

Welcome again to www.LaRoots.net a Louisiana-based volunteer-led grassroots database and e-bulletin since March 2004.

TODAY'S Times-Picayune REVELATION concerning levees reveals that 1972 warnings from the weather service to the Army Corps of Engineers went unheeded through levee designs processes and construction in the 1980's and 1990's. For the story by Bob Marshall and Mark  Schleifstein http://www.nola.com/newslogs/tpupdates/index.ssf?/mtlogs/nola_tpupdates/archives/2006_03_07.html#118967

$4.2 BILLION just promised to Louisianians by Bush for housing has been axed by the House Appropriations Committee - apparently Texas wants more money. http://www.nola.com/newslogs/tpupdates/index.ssf?/mtlogs/nola_tpupdates/archives/2006_03_07.html#118962 


BUSH VISITS NEW ORLEANS TODAY (WEDNESDAY).   New Orleanians should welcome him.  We urge everyone who can to take a late lunch to gather between 2pm - 4pm with signs, at a location that will be disclosed mid-morning on www.levees.org or call Sandy Rosenthal at 504-269-2650.

If you cannot attend the demonstration in New Orleans, please write your Congressmen www.congress.org to remind them :

In Texas, Mississippi, and Alabama,  Katrina/Rita were bad natural disasters, but

In New Orleans,  Katrina was a bad natural disaster AND an unprecedented man-made catastrophe caused by design failures in levees constructed by the Federal government with obsolete, ill-conceived design models, which destroyed the entire infrastructure and economy of an American city that has survived for 288 years.  It's a different issue.

DEATH TOLL RISES in NEW ORLEANS as friends, relatives, and workers discover ten bodies in the last 3 weeks in Lakeview, Desire, and the 9th ward. http://www.nola.com/newslogs/tpupdates/index.ssf?/mtlogs/nola_tpupdates/archives/2006_03_07.html#118964

 
DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY TO THE ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS?
The public has an opportunity to share ideas on Category 5 hurricane protection for south Louisiana with the Army Corps of Engineers, which will use these meetings to help define the full scope of issues for inclusion in its Congressional reports. According to today's Times-Picayune, these "scoping meetings" are scheduled as follows: 

New Orleans:  Thursday March 9th 7pm U.N.O. Health and PE Center, Elysian Fields and Leon C. Simon Blvd.

Thibodaux:  Monday March 13th 6:30pm Howard Johnson, 201 Canal Blvd. La.Hwy.20 at La 308. 

Lake Charles:  Wednesday March 15th 6:30pm McNeese State University, Baker Auditorium, Farrar Hall.

Lafayette:  Thursday March 16thth 6:30pm Cajundome, 444 Cajundome Blvd.

Or mail submissions to project manager Gregory.b.miller@mbn02.usace.army.mil or biologist bruce.h.baird@mvn02.usace.army.mil
For the whole story http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/news-0/114171694786020.xml?nola 

NEW CONCERNS surface about the quality of the soil being used in levee repairs, and there are questions about the validity of the Corps assurances that the levee system can be restored by June 1 since the analysis of why the system failed will not be completed until June. Some independent suggestions include one integrated regional flood-protection system, streamlined organization (within the Corps), and confirming the fundamental flaws precipitating our catastrophic failures. A Washington Post article http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/05/AR2006030500976.html 


SUMMARY of ALPHABET SOUP of PLAYERS:

The American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) External Review Panel www.asce.org  and the National Science Foundation (NSF) http://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=104555 
are national organizations that independently assess the
Interagency Performance Evaluation Task Force (IPET) http://ipet.wes.army.mil/ which is the arm of the Army Corps of Engineers investigating the Katrina Disaster. 
IPET is gathering eyewitness accounts of flooding for their report to the federal government. http://www.mvd.usace.army.mil/hurricane/news/ipetnrwitnessaccounts.pdf  
A copy of the ASCE ERP progress report can be found at http://www.asce.org/files/pdf/ERPLetter.pdf  in a letter written to 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) http://www.usace.army.mil/ Chief, Lt. General Carl Strock of Washington DC.
The National Research Council (NRC) http://www.nationalacademies.org/nrc/ will review the final ASCE/IPET report and comment on it by Summer, 2006.
TEAM LOUISIANA is working locally to review the Katrina Disaster and includes LSU Hurricane Center Director, Ivor van Heerden, whose department's projections predicted many of the circumstances of the Katrina Disaster http://www.hurricane.lsu.edu/ 

Questioning Army Corps of Engineers limitations does not impugn individual engineers.  Some activists suggest that hurricane and flood protection would be improved with closer relationships between engineers and research scientists.  
The Houma Courier addresses some of these issues. http://www.houmatoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060307/APA/603070604 


NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING:

New Orleanians are answering the BNOB (Bring New Orleans Back) Commission's challenge to actively plan the future of our destroyed neighborhoods. To discuss zoning, environmental issues, flooding problems, historic preservation, smart urban growth, utilities, services, security, business revitalization, religious institutions, schools, parks, clean-up, and rebuilding, please support or start a neighborhood group.

For a list of New Orleans Neighborhood Associations www.LaRoots.net/links.htm


HELP WITH KATRINA'D CARS:  Rock N Roll Wrecker 504-885-7655 will tow your car for free if you can prove you are an owner and sign a release.  Call their number and leave a message - they will call back.


FEMA DEADLINE TO REQUEST AID IS SATURDAY MARCH 11TH 

For businesses and families affected by Hurricanes Katrina/Rita, the deadline to apply for assistance is this Saturday.  Those who do not have a "FEMA number" for temporary housing assistance (try the rental assistance), SBA loans, and other uncovered expenses, can register online www.fema.gov and go to Online Individual Assistance Center, or call 1-800-621-3362 6am-midnight until Saturday.


LOCAL / NATIONAL:

APRIL 22ND ELECTION is a campaign for votes now sprinkled across every state in the country, and the results will determine New Orleans leadership for our recovery. Qualifying period for candidates is over - to see who is running  http://www.sec.state.la.us/cgibin/?rqstyp=CNDPD&rqsdta=04220636 

VOTER INFORMATION from FEMA on DISPLACED KATRINA EVACUEES is on the website of the League of Women Voters of LA, which reveals 8,000+ evacuees in Abbeville LA, almost 107,000 in Baton Rouge, 861 in Dulac Louisiana, with 2,400 in Los Angeles, 650 in San Diego, and 2,200 in Pensacola and 14,147 in Dallas.  For more complete voter information http://www.lwv-la.org/ 

Please help spread the word that for displaced Orleanians to participate in this important election, they must retain their voter registration at their pre-Katrina Orleans address.  Deadline to register to vote in the primary election is March 22, 2006.  

No matter where you are, you can help with the Orleans election on April 22nd.  
To volunteer, please email LaRoots@cox.net 


BATON ROUGE:  News from Baton Rouge Six Activist Barbara Nielsen...

"Concerned about the crumbling state of our media, from Fox to Rush?  
If so, you won't want to miss a presentation by Amy Goodman of the award-winning radio show, Democracy Now!  Goodman will appear in Baton Rouge on Friday, April 7th at 7:30 p.m. in the LSU Journalism Building's Holliday Forum. Her talk is titled "Media-ocracy: How the 
American Media Compromises Democracy," the speech that earned her a standing ovation at the national Free Press Conference in St. Louis.  Sponsors include the Baton Rouge Six along with LSU's English Department, Manship School of Mass Communications, and 
Department of Communication Studies.

Goodman's presentation is free and open to the public.  Prior to the event, a special dinner and book signing will be held at the Beauregard Gallery, 715 Europe Street, Baton Rouge (5:30-7:00, $35). 
For reservations, call 225-766-7253 or e-mail vlanc@bellsouth.net by April 3rd.

"DEMOCRATS IN BLUE JEANS" rebuilding effort continues most weekends in New Orleans.  Mardi Gras gave weary residents a welcome break from moldy walls and buckled floors, but loss and sadness once again dominate daily life.  Just knowing that others care makes a huge difference to those struggling to rebuild shattered lives.  

Your help is needed in our grassroots, "one house at a time" clean-up effort.  Last Saturday a "Dems in Blue Jeans" work crew helped gut a house on South Rendon in Mid-City.  Volunteers came from Baton Rouge, Mandeville, and New Orleans.  The group includes a history professor, 
a social worker, a statistician, a writer, a bookseller, two retirees from LSU, a tree surgeon, and an architect.  Photos showing the work day with the homeowner and her brother working 
alongside volunteers will be posted on LaRoots.  If you're interested in joining this worthwhile effort, please contact Vicki Lancaster at vlanc@bellsouth.net. "

THANK YOU AGAIN, DEMOCRATS IN BLUE JEANS VOLUNTEERS!


Peace, strength, and recovery,
Better news soon,
Deborah

www.LaRoots.net
Alan and Deborah Langhoff
4234 Canal Street New Orleans

Web initiatives:

Katrina Accountability Project www.KatrinaAccountabilityProject.org  Ben Smilowitz shows what a 24-year old recent graduate from Washington University St Louis can do to bring information to Louisiana voters.  Write him a billboard!

Act For Change focuses on Katrina http://www.workingforchange.com/activism/index.cfm 

Demand a Katrina Commission http://giveemhellharry.com/page/petition/katrina from Harry Reid

From John Kerry, thanks for helping to send Veterans to Congress https://contribute.keepingamericaspromise.com/s4b.html?sc=7097 
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