Welcome again to the www.LaRoots.net email bulletin, working to enhance grassroots activism and promote progressive issues and democratic candidates in Louisiana since March 2004.

R E M E M B R A N C E  

REMEMBERANCE OBSERVANCES for Hurricane Katrina victims are occurring in every neighborhood this week and are being broadcast worldwide.  
The Times Picayune publishes an extensive list at http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/news-16/1156574315292430.xml?NZNPMT&coll=1&thispage=1 

In his weekly radio address, Bush talked about Katrina and said that more than 1,000 died, countless lost homes, and tens of thousands were forced to flee the region.  But actually, over a million were forced to flee the region.  Over 200,000 homes were destroyed and it's government's job to count exactly how many and help every family who lived in one.  Sadly 1,464 Louisiana citizens died (another 135 still missing) and each one deserves to be remembered - an old woman dying of dehydration in her Lakeview attic, a 5-year old child swept from her mother's arms in the 9th Ward, and the other 1,462 stories of death. 

The area Katrina destroyed was 7 times the size of Manhattan, and less than a month later, Hurricane Rita, an even stronger storm than Katrina, hit Lake Charles. With the southern half of the state destroyed, both storms produced continuing emotional and economic losses.  Rita was the 2nd-strongest Atlantic hurricane ever recorded, but thankfully only one Louisianan died.  Clearly, Katrina's high death toll was connected more closely to failed levees than to storm strength.

Events of special note:

TUESDAY, 29TH:  Spike Lee's HBO documentary "When the Levees Broke: A Requiem in Four Acts" will be aired by Cox Cable free for all subscribers at 7 p.m. The full four-hour, 23-minute documentary will run on Cox 10 in Orleans, Jefferson, St. Bernard and St. Charles parishes so "viewers can experience the film in its entirety on the anniversary of Hurricane Katrina."

TUESDAY, 29TH: "American Creole: New Orleans Reunion" written, produced and directed by Michelle Benoit and Glen Pitre, Louisiana Preview 9pm over the LPB network (WYES Channel 12 in New Orleans, repeats on WLAE Channel 32 Saturday Sept 2nd at 9pm) . 
A rising star of New Orleans jazz finds his sidemen scattered by Katrina, his flooded-out Mom sleeping on his couch, and his 8 year-old grandson clamoring to join the band. Tour the front lines of a devastated city's cultural rebirth: offstage, where race is infinitely more nuanced than black or white; backstage, where which instrument you play can be a political statement; and joyously onstage, where the only thing that matters is music, and local legends make it cook for a benefit concert. 
Airs NATIONWIDE Thursday Sept 7th on PBS 10pm Eastern, 9pm Central (check local listings) Simulcasts in Hi-Definition in most cities.  FFI:www.CajunMovies.com 

SUNDAY, 27th: Senator Mary Landrieu will appear on ABC television's "The Week with George Stephanopoulos" to discuss Louisiana's rebuilding effort, nearly one year later.  Please check local listings for time and channel.  Visit http://landrieu.senate.gov to sign the National Preparedness Petition, addressed to President Bush, Michael Chertoff, FEMA Director David Paulison, Army Corps of Engineers and Congress.  To read Senator Landrieu Democratic Radio Address please go to http://www.bayoubuzz.com/articles.aspx?aid=8014 

SUNDAY, 27TH:  Governor Kathleen Blanco will attend the Lower 9th Ward Memorial Dedication at 1pm at the corner of North Claiborne and Tennessee Street. On Monday August 28th she'll be the keynote speaker at the Gulf Coast Reconstruction and Preparedness summit at 10:30 am at the Pontchartrain Center, 4545 Williams Blvd, Kenner.  On Tuesday, August 29th the Governor will participate in the Citywide Remembrance Renewal Rebirth Service, Hall H at the New Orleans Convention Center, 2nd floor auditorium. 
Governor Blanco will also accompany President Bush during his Tuesday visit to New Orleans.  Details are not yet available and will be released by the White House.

On Tuesday at 9:38am, the exact time that the levees in New Orleans broke, Mayor C. Ray Nagin and other community leaders will have a ceremonial bell ringing on the steps of City Hall, 1300 Perdido. 
CouncilMembers will lay memorial wreaths:
James Carter will be at the St Roch Playground to lay a wreath.
Shelley Midura will do the same at the 17th Street Canal breach on Bellaire.
Cynthia Hedge-Morrell will be at the London Avenue Canal Breach.
Oliver Thomas will go to the New Orleans East home of his recently deceased brother Renaldo.
Cynthia Willard-Lewis will be on the Claiborne Ave Industrial Canal Bridge. 
Arnold Fieldow will lay a wreath outside Gate A of the Superdome during a memorial ceremony and Stacy Head will attend a commemorative prayer service.

Nature delivers the most eloquent message of the week, the most striking speech, by threatening us with Ernesto, poised to enter the Gulf.  http://www.ssd.noaa.gov/PS/TROP/float2.html


R E C O V E R Y

LRA'S "ROAD HOME" HOMEOWNERS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM is underway and 42 lucky homeowners (a pilot program) are the first to have checks cut to them. Over 100,000 Louisianans who have already "pre-registered" with the Road Home Program, either online or by telephone, must now submit a new, more detailed application, which will be mailed to them.  However, it's faster to file the more detailed application online at www.road2LA.org  Grants are awarded for homeowners' uninsured losses, with multiple criteria evaluated.

THE LEVEES:   The widespread loss of life in New Orleans and the weeks under floodwater that compromised our urban infrastructure were not caused by a hurricane, but were the result of poorly designed levees built by the federal government that used I-walls instead of the stronger T-walls shown in early design drawings.  

June 1, 2006 Lt. Gen Carl A Strock of the Army Corps of Engineers admits "accountability and responsibility" in statements accompanying the release of the Corps' 6,113-page Internal Performance Evaluation report of what happened. http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/01/us/01cnd-corps.html?ex=1306814400&en=b9efc87587be0e40&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss  

July 10, 2006 The Army Corps of Engineers' own fast-track study on how to protect Louisiana from future Category 5 hurricanes (which was mandated by Congress, with Senator Landrieu's leadership), was substantially rewritten by the Bush Administration before its release, and specific projects that were agreed on by the Army Corps of Engineers and Louisiana officials were stripped from the report. The report was issued with only a "decision matrix" on how to choose future projects, with no construction likely to begin for 5 to 9 years.
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-3/115250985315960.xml&coll=1 
Read about "The Republican War on Science" by Chris Mooney http://www.waronscience.com/home.php 

August 11, 2006 "In an after-hours announcement, the Army issued a statement saying Lt. Gen. Carl Strock, commander and chief engineer of the Corps, had requested his retirement from the military "based on family and personal reasons. Suzanne Fournier, spokeswoman for the agency, said Strock was not fired and that Pentagon and Army leaders had not requested his retirement after 35 years in the Army. Fournier said she could not elaborate on his reasons for retiring."http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N10204250.htm www.levees.org  continues grassroots pressure on the ACOE.


The local Army Corps repair work may be earnest, but it is slow and was recently plagued with pump "vibrations." The promised "armoring" of poorly designed levees is incomplete, and the engineers say the levees might not hold if a big storm strikes the area this year.
http://www.nola.com/newsflash/louisiana/index.ssf?/base/news-27/1156617549309380.xml&storylist=louisiana 


GOOD NEIGHBOR? CITY DEADLINE AUGUST 29TH - The City of New Orleans has initiated a Good Neighbor Program to provide property owners with information on the August 29th Deadline to gut or demolish damaged homes, and the guidelines concerning processes for declaring blighted property and vacant lots and their eventual disposition.  Exceptions were made, including the elderly whose names are currently on charitable lists for gutting and residents of the Lower 9th Ward, where slow re-entry rights and lack of water have impeded recovery efforts.  http://www.cityofno.com/portal.aspx?portal=1&tabid=72 

From the Times Picayune, a discussion of the exceptions, etc.
http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/metro/index.ssf?/base/news-16/1156572595292430.xml&coll=1 

LaRoots suggests setting "Good Government Program" deadlines for:
Functioning traffic signals
Stabilization of energy rates in Orleans
(T-P editorial http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-3/1152428975258250.xml&coll=1 )
Re-establishment of recycling and normal garbage pickup
Establishment of sufficient child and health care programs
Publication of LRA formula used to determine pre-Katrina real estate values
LRA deadline to notify homeowners of grant awards
Comprehensive coastal hurricane protection and levee projects plan
Withdrawal of American troops from Iraq http://www.troopsribbon.com/ 

NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING:  LaRoots readers were urged to attend and organize local neighborhood planning meetings six months ago http://www.laroots.net/neighborhoods.doc  More recent lists, with meeting dates and locations are now available in daily papers.   We can elect a Democratic president in 2008 by working beside our neighbors today.  www.democrats.org 

POLITICAL TOURISM:  A phrase used by Lt. Governor Mitch Landrieu captures a growing trend among friends of Louisiana who have enjoyed visits to our area since the disaster.  The hotels are open and ready, the restaurants are fabulous, the Aquarium, zoo, music clubs and tours invite travelers and neighbors to relax and help our recovery at the same time.  Whether for a festival or a Saints game in the renovated Superdome, for a book-signing, a show at NOMA, or a visit with old friends, now is a great time to enjoy the City and celebrate Louisiana's rebirth.  http://www.crt.state.la.us/ 


R E P U B L I C A N S  

Republicans in Congress have rubber-stamped the Military/Corporate agenda of the Bush Administration.  Our state's republican congressmen used their first votes after the '04 elections to weaken the Ethics Committee to benefit former House Speaker Tom Delay, they showed their colors, and can be defeated.  

To insure fair elections in November and beyond, vote now for the only

DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE - Francis C Heitmeier for Secretary of State.
Election Day is September 30, 2006, voter registration ends August 30, 2006 and early voting takes place from September 18-23rd. www.VoteHeitmeier.com

Congressional Races in November:

District 7 Activist Mike Stagg (D) www.imwithmike.com attacks 1st term incumbent Chas.Boustany (R) in this 2-man race.  Mike will accept no PAC money for this election and asks for your individual donations through his website or by check.

District 6 No democrat takes on Baker (R)

District 5 Gloria Williams Hearn (D) challenges incumbent Rodney Alexander (R)

District 4 Patti Cox (D) creates a buzz against 9-term incumbent Jim McCrery (R)

District 3 Incumbent Charlie Melancon (D)  www.melanconforcongress.com battles Craig Romero (R) again.  Please visit Charlie's website for upcoming events and volunteer opportunities.

District 2 Democratic incumbent Bill Jefferson fights lone republican Joe Lavigne along with several Democratic leaders including popular State Rep. Karen Carter(D) and State Senator Derrick Shepherd(D)

District 1 Two democrats, Stacey Tallitsch(D) www.staceyforcongress.com  and
 David Gereighty(D) www.gereighty.com face 1st term incumbent Bobby Jindal(R)


Summer vacation is over and it seems like a new year is beginning. 

To view an updated photo-journal go to http://www.laroots.net/katrina.htm


Regards,
Deborah

Deborah and Alan Langhoff
www.LaRoots.net
