KATRINA FREE TREE RECOVERY CAMPAIGN NEW ORLEANS EVENT SATURDAY NOV 18th 9am-4pm City Park, Popps Bandstand, between the Casino and the Peristyle.  LaRoots is happy to promote this event in coordination with The National Audubon Society, its Coastal Project Director Dr Mark LaSalle, The National Arbor Day Foundation, and of course City Park.

Four species of trees will be available – Bald Cypress, Red Maple, Red Oak, and Black Gum.  An expected 1,100 bare-root seedlings (five per family) will be provided free of charge, with an informational brochure.   (Dr LaSalle, in his enthusiasm, typed one too many zeros in his email to me. There will be 1100 seedlings, not 11,000)) Come and get’em!

Replanting the urban canopy lost to Hurricane Katrina is a tangible investment in our city’s future that every family can now make.  Urban trees improve environmental quality, reduce noise pollution, cut violent crime rates, raise property values, increase energy efficiency,  sustain bird populations, lower parking lot temperatures, stimulate business, and aid drainage of rain water.  

Audubon Mississippi’s collaboration with The National Arbor Day Foundation promotes the recovery of habitat for birds and other wildlife in areas stricken by Hurricane Katrina.  Operation Backyard Recovery follows many of the themes of the Audubon At Home program, namely that by taking personal conservation action, everyone can improve the environmental health and habitat quality close to home and, collectively, over the larger landscape.

www.msaudubon.org  learn more about Operation Backyard Recovery

www.arborday.org/Katrina to contribute to Katrina Tree Recovery Campaign

mlasalle@audubon.org  Dr Mark LaSalle, Coastal Project Director, Audubon Mississippi

www.LaRoots.net  New Orleans event details Deborah and Alan Langhoff 504-259-4525 deborahlanghoff@cox.net
FRI NOV 17th 7pm-9pm N.O. Rebirth and Renewal Art Auction, Old Ironworks Studio, 1780 Prytania, Lower Garden District. $25 pre-register and RSVP online http://acorn.org/index.php?id=10684 or by phone 504-943-0044 All proceeds benefit ACORN Home Clean-Out Program.
DEMS IN BLUE JEANS volunteer, Susan Wayman, works for ACORN in New Orleans and asks for help gutting homes. You can help a homeowner save the cost of gutting their home by volunteering in ACORN's Home Clean-Out Program which provides one supervisor for every 6 volunteers, plus suits, masks, and tools are provided. To sign-up at the ACORN volunteer web site http://acorn.org/index.php?id=10188 or contact Susan with questions stwayman@mac.com
PROGRESSIVE RADIO in Louisiana took a substantial hit when New Orleanians woke up on the morning after Election (Oh Happy Day) 2006 to discover our Air America programming snapped off of the local airwaves.   I read something about upset advertisers.  LaRoots will participate in efforts to re-establish progressive talk in the New Orleans area, but in the meantime, we’re reminded by Vicki Lancaster that we can listen online to the Baton Rouge station, or travel around a bit.  

Portland, OR http://www.620kpoj.com/pages/listenlive.html
Baton Rouge, LA http://www.talkradio1380.com/main.html
We hope that David re-activates his 2004 LaRoots Petition Online. http://www.petitiononline.com/LARoots/petition-sign.html? 
ELECTION 2006 isn’t over:

KAREN CARTER’s LA-02 campaign against incumbent Bill Jefferson requests your help http://www.karencarterforcongress.com/index.html or call 504-309-3247   

RECOVERY NOTES:  

LRA’s ROAD HOME PROGRAM hit another snag in the New Orleans area when about 25% of the letters mailed by ICF to homeowners last week had major flaws.  LaRoots is working in coordination with others to capture feedback data on the program, and there are regular opportunities to present problems as they come up so that the program can be fine-tuned to get the money flowing more quickly.  If you feel there are errors in your preliminary award letter, please first contact your Road Home adviser, then tell us deborahlanghoff@cox.net  For an unofficial chart that LaRoots created to use as a discussion tool about the program, go to http://www.laroots.net/road_home_info.htm  with the caveat that it is a tool only and not detailed.

It is imperative for everyone who experienced uninsured loss to register, both for LRA grants as they are now structured, to reimburse you for mitigation improvements, and to be a part of future now-unimagined relief programs that may develop as our rebuilding progresses.    www.Road2LA.org or 1-888-ROAD-2-LA (1-888-762-3252) 

Be in that number!

BROOKINGS INSTITUTION has issued its November Katrina Index Update http://www.brookings.edu/metro/pubs/200512_katrinaindex.htm 
NEW ORLEANS PLANNING PROCESSES: 

Please stay on top of local planning meeting schedules – both official UNOP gatherings  http://unifiedneworleansplan.com/home2/calendar  and grassroots initiatives like the Youth Education and Recreation Advisory Committee which is developing a Best Practices Initiative.  Neighborhood activities are discussed at NPN’s Wednesday night public forums, 2401 Esplanade Ave, but everyone is taking Thanksgiving week off.  

Happy Thanksgiving! Remember to Shop Orleans, Shop neighborhood, whenever you can. 

Hope to see some of you Saturday 9am-4pm when you pick up your seedlings!

Peace and Recovery,

Deborah

www.LaRoots.net
Deborah and Alan Langhoff

4234 Canal Street New Orleans

504-259-4525
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