Welcome again to the www.LaRoots.net email bulletin, working to enhance grassroots activism and promote progressive issues and democratic candidates in Louisiana since March 2004.
Memorializing 9/11 this week, George Bush could have remembered American courage, described America’s soul, and inspired American hearts, but instead, he restated the lame justifications for the “Bush/Cheney Oil Wars”  -  
Bobby Jindal (LA-01) voted with the GOP’s Bush/Cheney Oil War Machine 97% of the time.
Charles Boustany (LA-07) voted with the GOP’s Bush/Cheney Oil War Machine 96% of the time.

Richard Baker (LA-06) voted with the GOP’s Bush/Cheney Oil War Machine 97% of the time.

Jim McCrery (LA-04) voted with the GOP’s Bush/Cheney Oil War Machine 97% of the time.

Rodney Alexander (LA-05) voted with the GOP’s Bush/Cheney Oil War Machine 88% of the time.  
Please work to weaken the GOP’s Bush/Cheney Oil War Machine in November.  
LA-01 - NORTHSHORE:    W E D N E S D A Y! 
WED SEPT 13th  7pm David Gereighty (D) Meet Up on the North Shore.

St. Tammany Parish Government Office Building (Council Chambers) 

21490 Koop Dr. Mandeville 70471 504-812-6143 www.gereightyforcongress.com
LA-07
Mike Stagg (D) is in a 2-man race with a first term republican incumbent.  Mike has a dynamic campaign that builds momentum every day.   “Republican economic policies do not just favor the rich; they actually result in more people in poverty and fewer people with health insurance. Where’s the morality in that?...Mike Stagg”  
For video and audio links, along with well-researched data, link to www.imwithmike.com 

Mike’s campaign has organized “Working Festivals for Mike” including concerts in downtown Lafayette and area festivals, so everyone interested in participating in visibility at fun District 7  events during the most beautiful time of year in Louisiana, please contact Volunteer Coordinator Ruth Yeager at 337-988-0844 to make arrangements.

LA-02 

State Representative Karen Carter (D) was endorsed by Councilman at Large Oliver Thomas, Councilperson Cynthia Hedge Morrell, former Senator John Breaux, and former Representatives J. Bennett Johnson and Chris John. 

LA-03

Help re-elect Representative Charlie Melancon (D) www.melanconforcongress.org by signing up to volunteer for the campaign.

S E P T E M B E R   3 0 ,   2 0 0 6   E L E C T I O N S:

BATON ROUGE VOTERS have an opportunity to vote for KATHLEEN CALLAGHAN for Family Court Judge.  This is the first time www.LaRoots.net  favorably spotlights a candidate who has registered as a republican, but Kathleen Callaghan is a progressive activist who supports numerous progressive initiatives.  She has experienced Family Court from three different aspects: as an advocate, as an employee, and as a litigant. Everyone is encouraged to call friends and family who may live in Baton Rouge and talk with them about Kathleen Callaghan’s campaign.   To read about her experience, her activism, and her interests, please link to www.kathleencallaghan.com 
SECRETARY OF STATE:  The only democratic candidate is New Orleanian Francis Heitmeier.  For yard signs and more information www.voteheitmeier.com 
TWO NEW ORLEANS EVENTS:
MONDAY SEPT 18th  7-8:30pm INFORMED PANEL DISCUSSION of 21 State Constitutional Amendments on Fall Ballot, from Janet Howard, President and CEO of the Bureau of Governmental Research; Clancy DuBos, Chairman, Editor, and co-owner of Gambit; Stephanie Grace, Staff Columnist at The Times-Picayune.  WDSU-TV news anchor Norman Robinson will be moderator.  Amendments include combining the assessors in Orleans Parish, the Sheriffs' offices and the Levee Boards.  
Uptown Jewish Community Center, 5342 St Charles Ave at Jefferson Ave .

Sponsored by: National Council of Jewish Women Greater New Orleans Section,
League of Women Voters of New Orleans, Young Leadership Council and Committee for a Better New Orleans/Metropolitan Area Committee. Free and open to the public; security will be provided by the Civil Sheriff’s office.  
FFI:  Joel Myers, joelmyers@bellsouth.net (972) 754-6604. 
FRIDAY, SEPT. 15th 7-10pm “Martini Madness 2006” City Park Fundraiser, Pavilion of Two Sisters, 7 martini bars for $35 pre-purchase that will help restore City Park, 504-722-6503, www.friendsofcitypark.com 
OPINIONS and OBSERVATIONS:
John M Barry in USA Today writes about today’s New Orleans with clarity and conviction  
“A City Worth Saving”   http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/2006-08-29-katrina-forum_x.htm 

Keith Obermann in “This Hole in the Ground” shows courage unparalleled in mainstream media http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/6210240/ 

GAMBIT NEWSPAPER’S Clancy Dubos in “The Perfect Double Agent”  calls Mayor Nagin an incompetent charlatan, among other things.    http://www.bestofneworleans.com/dispatch/2006-09-05/politics.php
BUREAU OF GOVERNMENTAL RESEARCH spotlights dangerous revisions to LRA Road Home Rental Assistance Program.  Instead of the mixed income projects proposed earlier, the re-worked program concentrates poverty in 100% low-income, large-scale housing developments, hinders blight recovery of smaller properties that previously dominated the rental stock, putting certain neighborhoods that are heavy in rental doubles, like Mid-City, particularly at risk, and more.  For the press release and report please link to www.bgr.org 
EMINENT DOMAIN is an issue that needs to be discussed more thoroughly before voters go to the polls.  http://www.theadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060830/OPINION01/608300345/1014/OPINION 
STATE OF LOUISIANA joins lawsuit to close the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-6/1157785024149630.xml&coll=1 

RECOVERY NOTES:  

FEMA Director David Paulison was asked whether or not New Orleans’ levees could withstand another storm this year, and he said, “I don't know whether they'd hold or not. It really doesn't matter because that whole area is in an evacuation zone.” [Face the Nation, 8/27/06]   Huh?
LOUISIANA RECOVERY AUTHORITY Road Home Program – 

Everyone who flooded should now have already filed an online application with the LRA

http://www.lra.louisiana.gov/road_home.html   

Additionally,  for those who had Flood Insurance in effect during Katrina, Increased Cost of Compliance (ICC) awards up to $30,000 may be available through an application process with the homeowner’s flood insurance company.  This is not technically a grant, but is a benefit of the flood insurance policy paid for by the homeowner.
INSURANCE SETTLEMENTS:  The Louisiana Supreme Court upheld the law extending the deadline to file insurance claims or lawsuits for damage. Re-check in particular, costs and square footage figures noted in the insurance settlement.

PRESERVATION RESOURCE CENTER’S Operation Comeback staff and volunteers will help homeowners decide how to repair homes. Email David Fields dfields@prc.org for an appointment.
PLANNING:  The latest planning organization outline and representatives http://www.unifiedneworleansplan.com/uploads/members_announced-08-28-06-2-63892.pdf 

RECYCLING:  CARTRIDGES FOR A CURE is 3-year old volunteer project of Eli Kahn, a 15-year old cancer survivor, to raise money for Johns Hopkins Pediatric Oncology Center. He is a finalist for an award that will bring $50,000 to his charity.  Please go to http://www.cartridgesforacure.com/ to learn more about and participate in his recycling project and to vote for Eli, go to www.volvoforlifeawards.com 
RE-GREEN ORLEANS:  
Trees lower crime rates (see link below).  LaRoots is seeking authoritative sources on fall plantings to Re-Green Orleans, particularly with live oaks, bald cypress in wet footprints, and the faster-growing red maple. Both sources and technical information are needed, please forward to deborahlanghoff@cox.net 

For Green Streets, not Mean Streets study http://www.herl.uiuc.edu/trees/CrimeandNature/TechBull_Crime_Nature.pdf#search=%22trees%20lower%20crime%20rates%22 
Regards,

Deborah

www.LaRoots.net
Deborah and Alan Langhoff

Mid-City, New Orleans 

To add new recipients to the LaRoots.net network, go to www.LaRoots.net/feedback.htm 
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