NEWS TO HELP LOUISINIANS:

HOUSING:  www.hurricanehousing.org A project of MoveOn.org – Thank you to all Americans who are opening their hearts, wallets, and homes to Hurricane Katrina survivors.  We especially thank Barbara, who now shelters six of us in her Baton Rouge home.  

CARING FOR KIDS AFTER TRAUMA http://www.aboutourkids.org/  This information was put together by NYU following 9/11 and is being adapted to help Louisiana/Mississippi Katrina survivors.  To learn more about distributing the booklet, available to parents and professionals, go to the website or email deborahlanghoff@cox.net  

GOVERNMENT Assistance websites http://katrina.louisiana.gov/info-assistance.htm    and www.led.state.la.us/businessresources/adv_noti.aspx 

INSURANCE information – SAVE ALL RECEIPTS http://www.ldi.state.la.us/whats_new/katrinalist.pdf or call 1-800-259-5300 or 225-342-5900

EMPLOYMENT: To file for unemployment www.Laworks.net or to help find your New Orleans employer www.findyourneworleansemployer.com 

INFORMATION on SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA SCHOOLS:

WASHINGTON PARISH: Opening September 19th
BOGALUSA:  OPENING Monday October 3, 2005

ST TAMMANY PARISH:  OPENING October 3, 2005 www.stpsb.org Employees call 985-898-3223 or 898-3264 - For other information 985-892-2276

JEFFERSON PARISH: OPENING October 3, 2005 as many schools as possible. Check 1-866-563-6559 for updated information.   Employees Credit Union  www.jpsbecu.org  Baton Rouge meeting of the Jefferson Parish Public Schools will be held on Wednesday, September 14, 2005 in the Louisianan Purchase Room located on the first floor of the Caliborne building of the state Department of Education in Baton Rouge (time TBA)
ORLEANS PARISH:  1-877-771-5800 Eight West Bank schools have been inspected and are usable.  Other school sites await inspection, though many facilities do not appear to have been significantly damaged. Baton Rouge meeting of the Orleans Parish Public Schools will be held in Baton Rouge Thursday September 15th at the La. Dept. of Education Building at 1pm

ST. CHARLES PARISH: Opening date TBA

PLAQUEMINES PARISH: approximately January, 2005 – Three Belle Chase area schools will open to serve all students in Plaquemines Parish.

ST. BERNARD PARISH:  The process of rebuilding the schools in St Bernard is beginning in Baton Rouge.  Please contact Voitier at doris.voitier@la.gov or the district’s Associate Superintendent, Beverly Lawrason, at beverly.lawrason@la.gov.

NOCCA/Riverfront: Information on the website www.nocca.com  has not been updated since September 7th by NOCCA President, Gary Alan Woods. We appreciate efforts to place our children in other arts schools nationwide through the website http://www.artsschoolsnetwork.org/hurricane_katrina_information.htm. As the parents of NOCCA/Riverfront students, we note that the situations in our “sending schools” districts has significantly improved since last week, and we hope that this progress may boost NOCCA’s odds of reopening for second semester of this school year, if areas of the facility can be used.

Home Study Information from SBESE-Approved Home Study Guidance and Application http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/ssaa/1650.html
FFI: www.LouisianaSchools.net  1-877-453-2721 The Louisiana Department of Education encourages all Katrina survivors to register students in districts of current residency.

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS SCHOOL INFORMATION:

There will be a parents’ meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2005, at 7 p.m. at the Catholic Life Center auditorium, 1800 South Acadian Thruway, Baton Rouge, concerning placement of displaced Catholic elementary school students in the Baton Rouge area. This meeting is for students not yet placed in a Catholic school in the Baton Rouge diocese.

In general, all Jefferson and St. Tammany Catholic schools are ready to reopen and will open when given clearance by civil parish authorities. Please check with your individual schools, however, to verify exact opening dates. 

St John Parish school, St Charles Borromeo Elementary will open Monday September 12th, Sacred Heart of Jesus School in St Charles Parish will open Wednesday, September 14th  and Annunciation Catholic School in Bogalusa, Washington Parish, will reopen when the City of Bogalusa has power and water services restored.

Archdiocese schools in Orleans are closed now, with possible openings in January, and St Bernard Parish Catholic schools are closed until the next school year.

PRIVATE SCHOOLS:

Your school is anxious to know that you are safe. Please visit the website of the  Independent Schools Association of the Southwest to leave your contact information so that you may receive updates about your school or visit http://www.nais.org/emergency/index.cfm?ItemNumber=147409&sn.ItemNumber=147410 

HURRICANE DAMAGE:

In addition to the widely-circulated satellite photos of Katrina damage, there is a website for locating homes or businesses with the photo and then clicking to a map with water data that includes both the highest water level and the current level at that location. This seems very accurate, judging by different readings in our front and back yards, or as we clicked up a levee, for instance. Go to http://mapper.cctechnol.com/floodmap.php 

ACCESS TO GREATER NEW ORLEANS:

New Orleans' Louis Armstrong International Airport is reported to resume limited commercial service beginning Tuesday, Sept 13 and should increase from there.  No idea on shuttle or taxi service downtown, but that should follow as well. 

Jefferson Parish’s “Operation Jump-Start Jefferson” passes for business or business interests may be available on-line at http://www.jeffparish.net/  or at the Blue Bayou Water Park parking lot in a trailor on I-10 near Baton Rouge. 

Orleans Parish access through NOPD 504-599-5541

HURRICANE KATRINA LOSS:  lives, homes, friends, schools, jobs, libraries, snowball stands, the loss is unimaginable even now, as we finish our second week A.K. - After Katrina.  The Louisianian Diaspora will change our nation and us. So many families, rich and poor, are scattered and struggling, and while some may not return, many of us yearn to get to work on recovery.

ISN’T IT AMAZING that…No one has figured out a method for encasing hurricane debris in concrete to create new barrier islands and encourage the creation of marshes like those that Louisiana was losing at the rate of two football fields a day when the Bush Administration cut funding and implied that our vanishing coast was a state issue and not a federal problem?

ISN’T IT AMAZING that…President Bush said no one anticipated this, when this website was created last year by Buras High School students in Buras Louisiana.  LaRoots posted the link then because it was a concise explanation of the issues, sorry the President missed it.  http://www.bhs.ppsb.org/index.pl/wetlands_index Then there was the one from last October’s National Geographic http://www3.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0410/feature5/
ISN’T IT AMAZING that…FEMA cards for $2000 were issued in Houston Texas evacuation areas but not in Baton Rouge Louisiana evacuation areas?

ISN’T IT AMAZING that…Apparently it took $10 billion to move our people out of harm’s way in ten days? It follows that Congress will budget $10 billion to transport Katrina survivors back home, when our businesses and schools re-open.

ISN’T IT AMAZING that…Last week, as frustrated New Orleans officials offered citizens an opportunity to leave the city by walking over the Crescent City Connection bridge into Jefferson Parish, on both Thursday and Friday, pedestrians on the bridge were met by armed Gretna Police and Bridge Police who blocked their only escape route and sent them back into the city, which was still under a Mandatory Evacuation order.  Whether or not rumors of police shooting in the air are true, aren’t those Gretna and Bridge officials guilty of endangering these citizens, and will they be prosecuted? http://www.gretnapolice.com/index.htm 

REPORTS FROM TEXAS:

IN MEMORIUM…According to the AP and Bayou Buzz, the world-famous, Clarence “Gatemouth” Brown, who had long been in ill health, died last Saturday in Orange Texas, having been evacuated from his home in Slidell Louisiana.  
HOUSTON:  NOAH (New Orleans at Houston) the Thompsons from Fair Grinds Coffee House are gathering with other displaced New Orleanians every Friday night at Houston’s ORANGE SHOW theater from 5-8pm to drink free beer and socialize.  No street address was included, but look ‘em up.

After visiting Louisiana evacuees in Houston’s Astrodome, the President’s mother, Barbara Bush, commented that " so many of the people in the arena here, you know, were underprivileged anyway, so this is working very well for them." Http://www.nytimes.com/2005/09/07/national/nationalspecial/07barbara.html?ex=1126929600&en=1a350dcefa6bb00d&ei=5070&emc=eta1
NATIONAL ITEMS:  

A message and help from Senator John Kerry www.JohnKerry.com 

From Sojourners http://go.sojo.net/campaign/katrinapledge/wgg8k5u415tjd7n? 

From DFA http://www.democracyforamerica.com/accountability
ON BUSH NOMINATING ROBERTS AS SUPREME COURT CHIEF JUSTICE:

To oppose John Roberts for a lifetime appointment as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court http://petition.savethecourt.org/fwd/campaigns/savethecourt/register/ 991f345367937154b71578f4da4b5f23/
Excerpt from Dr. Patrick Whelan at Catholic Democrats.org…”Deciding the Florida election for Mr. Bush in a 5-to-4 decision turned out to be one of mammoth consequences, in its empowerment of the advocates of violence who have brought us hundreds of thousands of deaths in Iraq. Now we are faced with the prospect of possibly hundreds or thousands of deaths in New Orleans because of the absence of needed National Guard troops (many in Iraq) that would have evacuated all the hospitals and poor neighborhoods there after the flood. It is hard to escape the conclusion that the five Supreme Court justices who put Mr. Bush in office in 2000 bear significant responsibility for ignoring the law of unintended consequences that has led to all these deaths.”  For more information http://www.catholicdemocrats.net/  
The President of the United States http://www.dailykos.com/storyonly/2005/9/8/13924/40887
We’ve all made mistakes in the past two weeks, some personal, some public, including our elected officials.  www.LaRoots.net is withholding criticism of Democratic and Republican officials who, in our opinions, are continuing to earnestly work toward the public good and to aid Hurricane Katrina survivors. 

On a personal note, thank you to those out of harm’s way for your encouragement!   Our home in Lake Vista is still Lake Vista Lake, but our business on Canal Street is draining!

Peace, Strength, and Recovery,

Deborah and Alan Langhoff, 

From Baton Rouge Louisiana
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