Welcome again to the LaRoots e-bulletin and grassroots network since March 2004.

FROM THE DNC – Did President Bush Break the Law?”  http://www.democrats.org/page/petition/domesticspying/fdqlxb 

MSNBC poll asks the same question http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/10562904/ 

HERE’S THE PETITION FOR COASTAL PROTECTION AND RESTORATION: 

Because hurricane protection for the Greater New Orleans area and south Louisiana requires rebuilding coastal wetlands as well as Category 5 levees, Parishes Against Coastal Erosion (PACE) has organized an online petition that urges the President and Congress to make a meaningful commitment to Louisiana and the Gulf Coast. Please send this message to our national leaders

http://capwiz.com/wetlands/issues/alert/?alertid=8314486&type=ML  

IMPACT DAMAGE ESTIMATES from the Louisiana Recovery Authority can illuminate the scope of the Katrina Disaster by statistical comparisons, and are available online at http://lra.louisiana.gov/   Some statistics are used in this email.

FEMA SAYS LEAVE LOUISIANA?   Not so fast… The Katrina/Rita Disaster displaced 786,000 residents, and FEMA is bringing in trailers at the rate of 400 per day, but instead of responding to the snail’s pace of establishing temporary housing by calling in more resources, the Agency’s recent suggestion for evacuees is to consider leaving Louisiana for other states where housing is readily available.  Regardless of logistics involved, this suggestion is unacceptable to most Louisianians who can participate in the region’s rebuilding and begin to establish ourselves here again.  

With 205,000+ Louisiana homes destroyed, FEMA has never faced a situation this nasty before, and we hope that no one ever faces it again - all the more reason for Congress and the President to act with unprecedented speed and force at every opportunity – for levees, wetland recovery, grants, medical care, housing, tax relief, help that lifts people from poverty and help that supports and maintains the middle class.  

The answer is not to sprinkle us around across America to be absorbed into the fabric of our host cities.  By returning to New Orleans we can secure our cultural legacies and diversity, and improve education and life in our neighborhoods.  Background,

http://www.2theadvocate.com/stories/121705/new_relocation001.shtml 

NEW ORLEANS VOTERS:

There are 274,000 registered Orleans Parish voters, many residing in other states or parishes and they may not all realize that they can still vote in local New Orleans elections by Absentee Ballot.  Evacuees can still have a voice in the future direction of our City, but they may not realize that if they choose to Register to Vote in their temporary evacuation locations, they lose their right to vote by Absentee Ballot in New Orleans elections this April. 

Secretary of State Al Ater has planned an outreach media campaign to alert New Orleanians in Houston, Atlanta, and other areas in Louisiana of their right to vote absentee.  He is counting on federal and state funding to pay for print and TV media ads. 

Approximately 10,000 registered New Orleanians who have never voted in person are not currently eligible to request an absentee ballot, but this regulation can be changed by the legislature. A discussion on this from Stephanie Grace in today’s Times Picayune 

http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/news-0/1135250566277260.xml?nola 

ABSENTEE VOTING BY MAIL:  

To request absentee ballots by mail, you must complete and return a Request for Absentee Ballot by Mail, indicating the reason you are not able to vote in person absentee or in person on Election Day (there are several relevant choices.)  Go to http://www.sec.state.la.us/elections/misc/abs_req.pdf  and send the completed request to:

Registrar of Voters Orleans Parish, the Honorable Louis Keller, 1300 Perdido Street, Room 1W23 New Orleans 70112-2127 (504)-658-8300

BELL SOUTH PROBLEMS:  If you’re frustrated by the performance of BellSouth here in New Orleans, you’ll enjoy these Christmas Carols forwarded from our friends in Lafayette by going to www.Latitude90North.com  BellSouth has sued Lafayette three times because of the successful grassroots campaign to put Fiber to the Premises. www.LafayetteComingTogether.com for more info or call Stephen Handwerk 337-991-0294.
INSURANCE PROBLEMS - If you feel that you need help navigating the claims and appeals process with your insurance company, an independent personal property appraiser has offered to volunteer some time to help victims of the Katrina Disaster. Contact julie1944@aol.com or call 941-725-2100. She’ll be in town this weekend and is bringing with her some Florida citrus to give to any volunteer efforts and food kitchens, first come, first served.

RENT STABILIZATION NEEDED in the Greater New Orleans area to stop the price gouging that prevents displaced New Orleanians from re-establishing themselves in or near the city.  For instance, some homes previously renting for $1500 per month are being offered now for $3000 and above.  While some landlords exercise restraint because of their love of the city, this is an area that Local and State Governments can effectively address, without the aid of Federal legislation.  New York City has long protected its residential population, while allowing for growth in the real estate market.  

DEMOCRATS in BLUE JEANS started with a conviction that is at the heart of Democratic Party policies – the idea of making a commitment to help others in need, to offer a helping hand, and energy was generated among those who attended the DNC Organizing Meeting in New Orleans, LawnChair Rendezvous.  

That said, ANYONE who needs help is encouraged to ask for it, regardless of political persuasion.  The volunteers and even the organizers represent a broad range in the political spectrum as well.  So if you are in Orleans Parish, particularly the area around Mid-City, and you’d like the support of a few hours of help on yard, house, or paperwork projects that need tackling, please drop your contact information in the mail slot at LaRoots offices 4234 Canal Street, email deborahlanghoff@cox.net or call locally 504-259-4525, OR…

If you are in a position to help others and can give a few hours to encourage someone in a stricken New Orleans neighborhood, no matter where you live, please contact Vicki Lancaster vlanc@bellsouth.net  who is gathering assistance and moving forward a number of projects with help from the Baton Rouge group she formed with Barbara Nielsen polar_bears@cox.net .

STRESSED-OUT URBAN OAK TREES:

To read about the Baton Rouge program of invigorating mature trees that are suffering from urban stress, go to the Baton Rouge Green website www.batonrougegreen.com 

SUICIDE PREVENTION HOTLINE:

Call the VIALink Crisis Center at 1-800-749-2673 around the clock, 7 days a week.  After choosing between Spanish and English, calls are quickly answered by a trained counselor who can help.

ABOUT OUR KIDS:

For parents, teachers and other professionals working with children to learn more about Katrina Aftermath in articles and pamphlets prepared by the staff of the NYU Child Study Center, link to http://www.aboutourkids.org/aboutour/articles/katrina_main.html
CLEAN-UP:

Gov. Blanco’s office reports that since her meeting in Washington with Chairman Powell and Secretary Chertoff, the federal government has agreed to continue to cover 100% of the costs of emergency response and debris removal until June 30th.  The job of removing the 22.7 million cubic yards of debris is about half done, and is 10 times greater than the amount of debris removed from the World Trade Center site.

ST BERNARD PARISH:  

Owners of 32,000 homes and businesses in St Bernard face a proposed deadline on January 31st 2006 to indicate their preference for renovation or demolition. FEMA will pay demolition costs on properties damaged in excess of 50% of their pre-Katrina value. Only 800 property owners in St Bernard Parish have officially indicated their preferred course of action.  With 21% of St Bernard’s properties in excess of 60% damage, it is hoped that the January 31st deadline will speed up those personal decisions. Contact Michael Hunnicutt in the Department of Community Development 504-278-4315.

MEDIA:

For a crystal clear description of New Orleans’s blurry image in the media, read the Times-Picayune’s “Nation has blurry image…” at http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-4/113489342289430.xml
USA Today’s Editorial  

http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/2005-12-19-our-view_x.htm 

Steve Sabludowsky’s quick Bayou Buzz response 

http://www.bayoubuzz.com/articles.aspx?aid=5777
IS THERE A “Problem with www.MoveOn.org  WEBSITE?”

MoveOn can be reminded about the crisis caused by the Katrina Disaster by letting them know that there’s a “Problem with Their Website” – they are ignoring their activists in south Louisiana, and there’s nothing on their website homepage about Katrina.  Send comments to MoveOn and tell them that “There’s a Problem with Their Website” http://www.moveonpac.org/feedback/fb/form.html?tp=website&enc_alt_addr=UmFuZG9tSVYe8MZ+aqibq/Nsc0Xl1rhu1/bOUFqL8kg=-pZ/m+W2rkfBZUAdSE6+YMQ&enc_entity=UmFuZG9tSVYe8MZ+aqibq8oBcYdctCCd7IqCloIdKrA=-D/kavwT41VGgqPyTdmHj+w&id= 

COME ENJOY NEW ORLEANS DURING THE HOLIDAYS

CURFEW LIFTED effective Friday December 23rd for the City of New Orleans in all areas west of the Industrial Canal and Algiers.  The only remaining curfew is east of the Industrial Canal from midnight to 6am.  The newest zip code areas that have been opened for residents to return are 70122, 70124, 70126 and 70117.

A COUPLE MORE LOCAL PARTIES:

January 3rd, 2006 PAT JOLLY’S Annual 39th Birthday Party, 8pm at Southport Hall, Metairie, usual festivities and silly hats.

January 7th, 2006 QUEEN’S PARTY Maple Leaf Bar 8pm, Season’s celebrants are invited to join the reigning Queens of the Krewe of Dreux, Krewe of Oak and the Krewe of Kosmic Debris kick the Season, costumes preferred but not required.  Tunes by Johnny Sketch and the Dirty Notes, admission $10 with this invitation. 

ON A personal note…No matter how you choose to observe this season, we wish you peace, and as we join with others to celebrate the holiday season, let’s remember in thought and prayers the 4,200 Louisiana families who are still searching for family members, missing since the Katrina Disaster. 

Thank you to everyone who has helped, and 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all from 

The Langhoff’s

www.LaRoots.net
New Orleans LA
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