Public Comments to Road Home Corporation Board of Directors December 19, 2006

My name is Deborah Langhoff and I am a volunteer active in District 5’s Steering and Housing Committees, NPN, and CHAT’s Road Home land use committee.

The first item on District 5’s list that was summarized in the Times Picayune did not have the widespread support of those present or those in previous meetings.  Renovation of Kennedy High School as a home for our elders was proposed at that meeting by our planners, and after considerable discussion, 
the idea was reworded “How many people agree that some sort of rehabilitation for the building is desirable.” 
 This drew a majority vote of the 60 people present. 
This site requires first: 

basic remediation like all school buildings, 

and then the active participation of the school board, perhaps multiple school boards, the adjacent USDA, and City Park’s long range planning in addition to community input.  

However it is being presented as if it is our community’s priority project, and it is not.

A major concern, which is not listed, is the crumbling condition of the concrete seawall along Lakeshore Drive, which worsens every day.  
Our seawall, which holds the Lake out of the city, 
is not designated as part of our hurricane protection system, 
it is not part of the levee repairs that the Army Corps of Engineers are scheduled to make -  that would literally take a new Act of Congress.  
It was one of the many properties maintained by the Orleans Levee District, but that no longer exists.  
The State Department of Administration contacted neighborhood leaders before taking possession of this asset.  
But please, drive along Lakeshore Drive near Lake Vista, and you’ll be stunned at how Katrina damage has continued to erode the integrity of the shoreline, the seawall and the street.  
This is one of our “greatest needs” and so far has not been included.
It’s clear that residents and small business people - not our huge government agencies, are most effectively leading our recovery.  
As we revitalize our community, the needs of the whole city can be guided by respecting the energy and wisdom in each of our unique neighborhoods because it is there, not in City Hall, Baton Rouge or Washington, 
that the vigor to rebuild resides.

It is important that our projects “bubbled up” in the 13 planning districts are checked for accuracy because they should remain our focused priority.
Thank you for your time. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
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