Deborah Langhoff Qualifies for District 94 Louisiana House of Representatives.

Help send Mrs. Langhoff to Baton Rouge

Dear Fellow LARoots-ers:

Over the past four years, you and I have been the prime beneficiaries of the hard work, dedication and commitment of Deborah and Alan Langhoff and their ‘Roots’ list. It started out linked to presidential campaigns, but has evolved over time to become truly ours; truly THE Louisiana Roots list.

No one paid the Langhoffs to create and run this list. It has, in fact, been a labor of love. A love for Louisiana. A love for democratic principles. A love for the highest ideals of the Democratic Party and, yes, even a love for the party itself.

We have benefited from this work through the campaigns we’ve been able to join and support. But also for the real sense of community that the LA Roots list has nurtured — particularly in the aftermath of the storms of 2005: Katrina and Rita.

But the work didn’t stop with LA Roots. Deborah and Monisha Sujan and others pulled together Beaucoup Blues in the summer of 2005 which brought together Democratic officials and activists from across the state to trade lessons in the hope of building something greater from that shared knowledge base. The storms altered the schedule and focus a bit, but Deborah brought that same passion and commitment to fairness, transparency and equality to her work as a volunteer citizens watch dog on the post-Katrina recovery process in her native New Orleans.

When New Orleans does finally recover, it will be in no small measure to the efforts of citizens like Deborah Langhoff who somehow found the time and energy in the midst of their own personal recovery process to look out for the greater good of the community in the broader recovery effort.

After having given so much to each of us, to her state and to her community, Deborah needs our help now.

On Wednesday, Deborah filed her papers to run as a Democratic candidate in the hastily-called election to succeed long-time District 94 Republican Emile ‘Peppi’ Bruneau. After serving nearly 32 years in the House as an alleged proponent of ‘good guv’ment,’ Bruneau announced in late January that he would resign his seat effective the first day of the 2007 Regular Session. This forced a March 10 primary to fill the anticipated vacancy.

Why would a lawmaker with 32 years seniority turn his back on his long-time constituents at the time of what surely appears to be their greatest need and at a time when that seniority might actually be able to accomplish something on their behalf? Is he ill? No. Is he under investigation? No. Is he cashing in his chips on some post-Katrina recovery scheme? Not that I know of.

Nope, Rep. Bruneau resigned in the hope that he could hand his seat over to his son via a low-turn out special election, rather than waiting until the high-turnout statewide elections in the fall. That’s right! Instead of working for his constituents, Peppi Bruneau has tried to manipulate the process on behalf of his son.

Thirty-two years of supposed principles gone with a Friday evening announcement.

Deborah had already begun to assemble her campaign for a fall race for this seat. Bruneau’s snap announcement forced Deborah to ramp up her campaign at a much faster clip.

At the end of the first day of qualifying, it appears that the race for the District 94 seat is wide open. Deborah will likely be the only woman in the race. She is certainly the only Democrat in the race who has ties to what Howard Dean used to call “the Democratic wing of the Democratic Party.”

The primary is March 10. The runoff will be March 31.

Deborah needs your financial help in order to win this race.

You probably don’t live in her district and may not live in New Orleans. But her work on behalf of Democrats has known no geographic bounds.

Deborah Langhoff is the kind of candidate we’ve longed for: a true Democrat with a long record of service to the party and to the community.

Think about how this Roots list has affected you life.

Then, go to Deborah’s campaign website (www.electdeborah.com), hit the contribute link and give as generously to her as she and her husband have given to you.

If you do that, I’m confident we will all be invited to the State Capitol for her swearing-in ceremony in April.

Deborah can win this race, but only if you are willing to step up and help.

Please join with me in helping elect Deborah Langhoff to the Louisiana House from District 94.

Mike Stagg

Lafayette
