The www.LARoots.net  e-bulletin network (following 2004’s www.KerryRoots.com) has provided an opportunity to spotlight candidates and offer this platform for other emerging initiatives in need of exposure.
Early voting for State Representative from District 94 begins Monday, February 26th. Please join my campaign for this seat by going to www.electDeborah.com to make a financial contribution, join our volunteer network, and see a map of this district.
When I helped organize Louisiana’s first grassroots summit in July 2005 http://www.laroots.net/beaucoup_blues.htm  I did not think of myself as a potential candidate, but today I am the best candidate to represent District 94 in the Louisiana legislature, and offer my post-Katrina resume below.  

Our Lake Vista home was demolished and rebuilding awaits a final budget, dependent on Road Home.  We moved the family into our renovated office double on Canal Street and restarted the computer consulting business in District 94’s Mid-City neighborhood.  Our children are all in different circumstances from 2005, and I understand the problems of recovery from business and from family perspectives.

Not a politician or an attorney and not just a talker, I take action:

Soon after Katrina, I continued publishing the LARoots e-bulletins to foster communication in the Diaspora http://www.laroots.net/previous_newsletters.htm 
In November 2005 I hosted the Lawn Chair Rendezvous, a community meeting on Canal Street,  a street that was still dark, without electricity or residents   http://www.democrats.org/a/2005/11/lawn_chair_rend.php 
There we began the Democrats in Blue Jeans recovery group that brought volunteers from other cities to New Orleans to assist homeowners in early cleanup and rebuilding http://www.laroots.net/democrats_in_blue_jeans.htm 
I presented the Katrina Free Tree Giveaway that put 1,100 seedlings into residents’ hands http://www.laroots.net/nature_speaks.htm 
I joined the District 5 Neighborhood Recovery Group Steering Committee http://www.lakeviewcivic.org/d5_contact_SC.htm 

Lake Vista Survey Committee

Housing and Land Use Committees for District 5 and 

CHAT the Citizens Road Home Action Team http://thinknola.com/wiki/Citizens%27_Road_Home_Action_Team  

I also serve on the Preservation Resource Center’s Neighborhood Council and on the Board for Neighborhoods Partnership Network representing District 5.

In these capacities, I present community proposals to the LRA Board, NORA, Road Home Corporation Board, the Mayor’s office, City Council members and the Community Support Organization. Being involved with the City Council sponsored Lambert-Danzy planning process, as well as with the LRA sponsored UNOP planning process proves to me that the wisdom that resides in New Orleans neighborhoods cannot be lost in our new development opportunities. 

This election is only 16 days away, recently rescheduled because of an early retirement maneuver by Bruneau.  I am the only candidate living and working in District 94 with both the life experiences and recovery involvement to be the voice our community needs in the Legislature.  

We must build consensus, persist in our recovery, and carry neighborhood goals forward in every phase of rebuilding. With direction, our city can become a magnet for those who want to tackle the challenges we face. I hope that you will join with me, and I thank those of you who already have.

Peace, strength, and recovery,

Deborah

www.electDeborah.com
504-259-4525 cell
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