Letter: Slow flow of dollars hurts recovery
Published: Oct 9, 2006 

RE: Your editorial “Old habits hamper city”

The Advocate pounced upon Secretary of State Al Ater’s words and crafted a scathing indictment of New Orleans culture.

As you note, Mr. Ater stated that finding poll workers is “a problem all over the state,” with other areas covering election day needs only by the “skin of the teeth.”

First, the overwhelming number of citizens who have returned to rebuild the city of New Orleans are heroes who face heavy fiscal and emotional burdens every day. Their efforts reflect true civic pride, deserving of admiration.

I also question the arithmetic. How will 200 supplementary poll workers for Orleans Parish cost the state an additional $500,000 — that’s $2,500 each!

You charge that our “crumbling” “civic culture” slows recovery. It is the flow of dollars that is slow.

Thus far, insufficient insurance settlements and our private savings accounts are providing the funds to repair our homes. Our recovery pace is directly related to the slow delivery of government grants and loans to homeowners, from the Louisiana Recovery Authority, Small Business Administration and flood-mitigation programs.

New Orleans suffered destruction of unique magnitude. Immediate needs are not being met, and we’ll continue to “find fault” where it resides.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has not yet built the levee system it was mandated to build years ago, and the congressional funds legislated to rebuild our homes have not reached our hands yet.

It’s impossible to determine how to rebuild a destroyed home without knowing what size grants might be available, and we’re told that information might not come for a number of months more.

Everyone doesn’t view New Orleans culture in divisive, politically-charged clichés. They visit often, and together we enjoy the Saints, our music festivals, restaurants, the symphony, theater and the joie de vie that sustains us in these times.

We share an appreciation of the distinctive contributions to American culture made from this historic place, and we can build a future, given our fair share of recovery dollars.

Deborah Langhoff,  small business co-owner,  New Orleans
