FREE TREE GIVEAWAY of 1,100 TREES

KATRINA TREE RECOVERY CAMPAIGN NEW ORLEANS EVENT
In coordination with The National Audubon Society, its Coastal Project Director Dr Mark LaSalle, and The National Arbor Day Foundation, LaRoots is happy to announce the Katrina Tree Recovery Campaign’s New Orleans tree giveaway event this Saturday from 9am until 4pm at the Popps Bandstand in City Park between the Casino and the Peristyle.

Four species of trees will be available – Bald Cypress, Red Maple, Red Oak, and Black Gum.  An expected 1,100 bare-root seedlings (five per family) will be provided free of charge on Saturday, November 18th.

Replanting the urban canopy lost to Hurricane Katrina is a tangible investment in our city’s future that every family can now make.  Urban trees improve environmental quality, reduce noise pollution, cut violent crime rates, raise property values, increase energy efficiency,  sustain bird populations, lower parking lot temperatures, stimulate business, and aid drainage of rain water. http://www.lgc.org/freepub/PDF/Land_Use/fact_sheets/livcomm_urban_forests.pdf  
On March 4 of this year nearly 22,000 trees were given to families rebuilding their lives and their homes after Katrina and the momentum created now brings 22,000 more trees to 19 distribution points in the area.  When asked why he came for the trees this past March, one of the tree recipients, Chad Thomas of DeLisle, MS, echoed the sentiments felt by many people when he responded: “So I can bring life back.”

Audubon Mississippi’s collaboration with The National Arbor Day Foundation is part of its overall initiative to promote the recovery of habitat for birds and other wildlife in areas stricken by Hurricane Katrina.  The project, dubbed Operation Backyard Recovery, follows many of the themes of the Audubon At Home program, namely that by taking personal conservation action, everyone can improve the environmental health and habitat quality close to home and, collectively, over the larger landscape.

www.msaudubon.org  learn more about Operation Backyard Recovery
http://neworleanscitypark.com/index.html New Orleans City Park
www.arborday.org/Katrina to contribute to Katrina Tree Recovery Campaign

mlasalle@audubon.org  Dr Mark LaSalle, Coastal Project Director, Audubon Mississippi

www.LaRoots.net  New Orleans event details Deborah and Alan Langhoff
Katrina Tree Recovery Campaign New Orleans Event

Saturday, November 18, 2006

9am until they’re gone, as late as 4pm

City Park, Popps Bandstand, between the Casino and the Peristyle

